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Introduction 
An open-minded study of the Russian expatriate community has remained 
one of the most pressing academic questions for almost two decades. There 
are several reasons for this. The first is the collapse of the Soviet Union and, 
as a consequence, the emergence of a huge Russian diaspora in the newly-
formed countries numbering, according to approximate estimates, 25 
million people. Under these conditions, an unprecedentedly burning issue 
has appeared, namely the need to study the experiences of adaptation 
amongst various strata of Russian emigrants to the different conditions of 
life in a foreign country. The second reason is the need to conceptualise the 
substantive creative heritage of emigrants, which is crucial to the spiritual, 
cultural and socio-economic revival of Russia under the conditions of the 
new state and to the choices it faces regarding social development. Finally, 
the third main reason is the need to review many aspects of the country’s 
history and give an objective assessment of its past, combining the cultures 
of Russia and other countries. 

A large and diverse body of studies conducted since 1991, a 
significant proportion of which are in the form of theses written for 
academic qualifications, has led to the emergence of emigration studies as a 
new direction in Russian humanities. The constant growth in the flow of 
theses requires systematic study, the results of which will help to judge 
emigration studies in general, highlight its main tendencies, summarise the 
study of individual problems and outline perspectives for further research. 
Thus far, no analysis has been attempted of theses concerning “Russian 
emigration” published in the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic 
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(Russia) in the years 1980-2005. This 26-year period represents in 
approximately equal lengths the Soviet and post-Soviet eras of Russian 
history, when Russia was part of an allied Soviet state and then an 
independent sovereign country. 

 
About bibliometrics 
Quantitative research methods are important in academic studies; their 
advantage lies in the way they facilitate the acquisition of knowledge 
through identifying the quantitative characteristics of the subject of study. 

An investigation of the structure of the flow of discipline-specific 
documents is necessary to assess the status, tendencies and prospects for 
the development of various research fields and directions, as it has been 
found that the prevalence of certain types of documents in a given branch 
of academia depends on the intensity of its development. In particular, the 
emergence and development of a new academic field is usually accompanied 
by the intensive release of published articles in periodicals and journals.1 
The lion’s share of such publications is generally dedicated to informing 
interested readers about the academic problem, as well as intensive 
accumulation of empirical data and conceptualisation of its different 
aspects. Periodicals and journals are traditionally the most important aspect 
of the academic communication system: up to 90% of the total flow of 
academic information passes through them.2 

The next stage in the development of a new field is associated with a 
more profound and comprehensive study of the problem against the 
background of a partial reduction of public interest in it. As a result, there is 
a reduction in the number of operational publications and an increase in the 
number of monographs, theses and other works distinguished by the 
analytical depth, versatility and fundamentality of their content.3 

Further development of the academic direction is characterised by the 
appearance of textbooks and reference books accumulating well-established, 
tested knowledge. However, this is evidence of a gradual loss of relevance 
of the academic direction and a reduction of interest in it.4 

Document streams are in constant motion, which in turn leads to a 
continuous change in the volume, types, genres and material carriers of 
documented information. Based on experimental studies undertaken in the 
1960s examining growth and decline in the flow of scientific papers, specific 
dynamic patterns have been established. As a result, it is possible to 

                                                 
1 Larkov 2006, p. 365. 
2 Ivanov 2003, p. 187. 
3 Larkov 2006, p. 365.  
4 Zinovieva 2001, p. 201-203; Ivanov 2003, p. 187. 
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characterise the rate of development of a particular scientific field based on 
the period taken for the annual information flow to double. This made it 
possible, inter alia, to identify disciplines with accelerated development, 
those with an average rate of development, those developing at a slow pace 
(with a doubling period exceeding 20 years) and decaying disciplines 
(characterized by a decrease in the volume of documents produced).5 

In the 1960s, scientists R. Barton and R. Kebler derived a consistent 
pattern according to which ideas of major importance to society are 
concentrated in a certain time interval. For academic documentation, this 
interval was on average equal to half the period of the formation of 
academic concepts in the social system, i.e. approximately 19 years. Of 
course, the rate of obsolescence depends on the actual academic area, the 
specific field and the academic direction.6 

In 1948, English chemist and documentalist S. Bradford identified the 
phenomenon of information scattering, which he described in terms of 
distribution. Bradford’s distribution shows a dependency between the 
number of articles on a specific subject in a journal and its rank amongst 
other journals in terms of relevance to that particular field, characterised by 
decreasing productivity of articles on that specific subject. According to this 
law, if we take as a unit the aggregate (cumulation) of all publications on any 
narrow field, about one-third of the articles are found in the small number 
of specialised journals (core). The second third of the publications on this 
subject are contained in a fairly large number (first zone) of thematically 
related journals. The final third of publications are “scattered” in journals, 
thematically unrelated to this area (second zone). This distribution is 
expressed in Bradford’s Law: 
 

p0: p1: p2 = 1: n: n2 
 
where p0, p1, p2 respectively indicate the core and subsequent zones, whilst 
n represents the number of journals in each zone, depending on their 
relevance to the subject area. Bradford found that if the core consisted of 
10 journals covering 500 articles on the topic, the first zone had 500 articles 
across 50 less relevant journals, and in the second zone, 500 articles were 
scattered across 250 journals on diverse subjects, making n = 5.7 

As the contemporary bibliography expert A. S. Sokolov remarked, 
this statistical formula does not so much express a dependency as a 
tendency, itself dependent upon many factors (area, subject, type of 

                                                 
5 Ivanov 2003, p. 366. 
6 Efimov 1978, p. 55. 
7 Sokolov 2008, p. 18. 
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document, etc.). Therefore, it is more accurate to talk about Bradford’s 
consistent pattern, rather than law.8 

Bradford’s consistent pattern and other research on documentary 
methods opened a new and promising direction in the science of 
informatics, which came out of scientometrics and is now called 
bibliometrics (A. V. Sokolov considers the concepts of scientometrics, 
informetrics and bibliometrics as identical under present-day conditions).9 
The term bibliometrics was introduced in 1969 by British scientist Alan 
Pritchard, extending the scope of statistical bibliography. Bibliometrics 
arose from the creation of bibliographic databases, thanks to the 
development of information technology. Bibliometrics and scientometrics 
are part of the wider concept of informetrics, that is, the discipline which 
deals with quantitative measurements of how information is stored and 
used.10 

In the 1960s, the Soviet information scientists L. S. Kozachkov, L. A. 
Hursin and V. I. Gorkova, through studying the distribution of publications 
in periodicals, clarified and expanded the initial understanding of Bradford’s 
distribution. The essence of these revisions was to show that with 
documentary flows that are in an ordered state, there is in fact no scattering 
phenomenon and the concentration is relevant to the subject area of 
information in a particular group of documentary sources. Kozachkov and 
Hursin refined the mathematical formulation of Bradford’s consistent 
pattern and obtained a better correspondence between theoretically 
predicted distributions and practical findings.11 In 1971, at the Union 
Institute of Scientific and Technical Information (UISTI),12 Gorkova 
defended her doctoral thesis on System-structural Studies of Documentary 
Information Flow, in which she proposed new mathematical models and 
stated, regarding the scattering concentration law, that documentary 
information flows have two properties: they concentrate nuclear elements 
and dissipate non-nuclear components.13 

Computer-tested statistical approaches to the study of documentary 
flows were developed during the period 1960-1980 and were used 

                                                 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid., p. 18-19. 
10 Gorkova 1988. 
11 Kozachkov 1973, p. 56-57. 
12 UISTI - Russian (formerly Union) Institute for Scientific and Technical Information of 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia. 
13 Sokolov 2008, p. 19. 
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experimentally by bibliographers such as G. V. Gedrimovich, L. V. 
Zilbermintz, V. A. Minkina and D. Y. Teplova.14 

In the 1990s, works by G. F. Gordukalova,15 M. G. Kalinina and T. I. 
Rutkovskaya,16 A. V. Nesterova17 and S. A. Rozhkova18 appeared. Between 
2000 and 2006, works by L. M. Hochberg and G. S. Sagiyeva,19 L. N. 
Gusev,20 O. M. Zusman,21 E. V. Karikova,22 A. N. Kobelev,23 V. A. 
Markusova,24 O. V. Penkova,25 N. S. Pedkina,26 E. D. Sverdlov27 and Y. D. 
Soboleva28 were published in Russia, as well as translated articles by R. V. 
Wagner-Döbler,29 V. Glyantsel,30 M. Tilvol,31 etc. I. V. Marshakova-
Shaikevich’s many works serve as a kind of “locomotive” for the 
development of Russian bibliometrics in recent decades.32 

Thus, discussion of bibliometrics as a complex field is, perhaps, 
possible no earlier than the first half of the 1990s. Currently, bibliometric 
methods, despite being (as described by Sokolov) “non-bibliographic 
genetics,”33 feature prominently in bibliographic structures,34 and the article 
The Scattering of Information Law took a prominent place in the recently 
published Library Encyclopaedia.35 

Bibliometrics is defined today as:  

                                                 
14 Voverene 1985, p. 1-5; Gedrimovich 1968, p. 12-17; Gedrimovich, Zilbermints 1972, p. 
29-35; Gedrimovich, Minkina 1976; Documentary 1983; Minkina 1979, p. 11-17; Teplov 
1967, p. 5-8. 
15 Gordukalova 1990. 
16 Bibliographic Index 1990. 
17 Nesterov 1990. 
18 Rozhkov 1991. 
19 Hochberg, Sagiyeva 2007, p. 44-53. 
20 Guseva 2006, p. 53-57. 
21 Zusman 2000. 
22 Karikova 2001. 
23 Kobelev 2001, p. 119-130. 
24 Markusova 2005. 
25 Penkova 2002. 
26 Redkina 2003, p. 76-86. 
27 Sverdlov 2006, p. 1073-1085. 
28 Sostojanie 2003. 
29 Wagner-Döbler 2004, p. 48-54. 
30 Gliantsel 2004, p. 43-47. 
31 Tilvol 2004, p. 67-76. 
32 Marshakova-Shaikevich 1988a; Marshakova-Shaikevich 1998b, p. 43-49; Marshakova-
Shaikevich 1995; Marshakova-Shaikevich 2001, p. 1114-1117; Marshakova-Shaikevich 
2002, p. 314-345; Marshakova-Shaikevich 2008. 
33 Sokolov 2008, p. 19. 
34 Vokhrysheva 2004, p. 166-167. 
35 Grikhanov et al. 2007, p. 847-848. 
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“a scientific discipline concerned with the study of documents on the basis 
of quantitative analysis of primary and secondary sources of information 
with the help of formal methods in order to obtain data on the 
effectiveness, dynamics, structure and laws of development of the studied 
areas.”36 

In other words, with the help of bibliometric methods, the intensity 
and nature of research work can be determined through the number, 
“scattering” and concentration of publications. This can help identify the 
most productive authors, potential “white spots” (gaps in the body of 
existing research) and others factors.37 

In 1999, the UNESCO Institute for Statistics in Montreal initiated a 
fundamental international review of policy within the sphere of information 
needs and use of statistical data in the scientific and technical field. In the 
review, it was noted that printed works are key indicators of knowledge 
release. The parameters chosen for measurement were the publications 
themselves and links to them. Thus, bibliometric indicators were formalised 
as quantitative indicators of the development of a particular branch of 
science.38 

It is important to emphasise that a bibliometric approach to the study 
of science generally uses secondary information on the publications 
contained in various databases39 (bibliographic data of publications 
contained in the document flows and arrays). While content analysis 
methodologies can be used to characterize the meaningful development of 
the phenomenon under investigation by sampling key words directly from 
the texts, the bibliometric approach is limited mainly to the study of 
bibliographic descriptions. Results from document arrays on the subject of 
study obtained through both methods can be matched (completely or 
partially) depending on how well the document titles reflect their content, as 
expressed by the keywords. 

The subject of bibliometrics can be considered not only as the study 
of the structure of knowledge and thematic distribution in documentary 
flows, but also in terms of that other mass phenomenon dealt with in 
bibliographies: the citation of academic publications, on the basis of which 
bibliographic references are created, revealing trends amongst readers, 
common streams of bibliographic queries, the nucleation of classical works, 
etc.40 

                                                 
36 Fokeev 2008a, p. 49. 
37 Fokeev 2008b, p. 11. 
38 Markusova 2005, p. 6. 
39 Marshakova-Shaikevich 2002, p. 315. 
40 Sokolov 2008, p. 19. 
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As Marshakova-Shaikevich pointed out, this information is of 
paramount importance in the study of many areas of human academic 
activity, especially scientific fields. Bibliometrics, like any statistics, is not 
only important for studies into the development of science, but also 
provides substantial assistance in science management - namely, planning 
and forecasting research - and even influences the way the state shapes its 
science policy.41 

The unequivocal merit of bibliometrics is that it allows us to represent 
the quantity of research and its topics, which reflects the object and subject 
of study. The disadvantage of bibliometric analysis is that it provides no 
qualitative assessment of documents’ contents, depriving the researcher of 
the opportunity to assess problems such as disagreements between 
researchers working on the chosen topic. Ultimately, this makes it 
impossible to characterise research of a historical character, such as classical 
historiographies, using bibliometric methods alone. 

Applied bibliometric studies, along with information (computer) 
technologies, serve as tools for extensive quantitative data processing and 
the creation of visualisation aids (tables, charts, and graphs) representing the 
results. Illustrative material emphasises trends identified on the basis of 
quantitative analysis, revealing tendencies and promoting precision and 
clarity of perception. 

In view of the increasing requirement for accuracy in the humanities 
in terms of objective descriptions of social phenomena, mathematical 
methods have, in recent years, acquired a growing number of supporters. 
The phrase, “If something cannot be measured, it cannot be scientifically 
described,” has become widespread. At the same time, the number of 
historians who systematically use quantitative analytical methods is relatively 
small. According to G. V. Balayan - who in 2004 defended his thesis on 
Information Methods of Historical Research in the Russian Historiography of the Last 
Third of the Twentieth Century42 - information practices in Russian 
historiography have not developed a systematic methodological basis, while 
the empirical stage of development in individual academics’ studies on 
specific topics has already passed. 

How valid is the use of technology in historical research, what are the 
data realities of the global information space, and what are the typical 
advantages and disadvantages of this kind of research? These questions are 
asked by a growing number of historians. Balayan’s thesis is 
historiographical in content, dealing with the problem of the relationship 
between qualitative and quantitative indicators in studies of history. Its basic 

                                                 
41 Marshakova-Shaikevich 2002, p. 315. 
42 Balayan 2004. 
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methodological principle is the close dependency of quantitative and 
qualitative changes, the transformation of quantity into quality and vice-
versa. He warns against an unreasonably broad assessment of quantitative 
methods, according to which measurements can replace qualitative analysis 
of events (a position shared by the author). 

As Balayan rightly notes, the doctrine of information formed the 
theoretical basis for the development of the methodologies of historical 
science, for appraising the nature of historical sources as carriers of social 
information. Information technologies have expanded the scope of research 
practices in terms of historians’ introduction of notions such as information 
requests, finding aids, primary and secondary documents, coding, 
classification and the systematisation of historical information.43 The limited 
ability of historical science to tackle large volumes of historical information 
made it necessary to expand the arsenal of traditional methods. Historians 
are not limited to borrowing calculation techniques from mathematics, 
statistics, sociology and information theory. Among the new directions in 
historical scholarship, new methods of acquiring knowledge of historical 
reality were developed - information-based methods. The emergence of this 
new direction was accompanied by the detection of inconsistencies in the 
way these new methods for discovering historical reality were applied. 

Thus, the relevance of exploring innovative research methods lies in 
the social significance of historical science in the context of globalisation, as 
well as in the need for objective processes to enrich and expand the arsenal 
of methodologies - including those based on information technologies - 
available to historical research. 

Having made an introductory excursion into the history of 
bibliometrics, the following section explores the system of bibliometric 
indicators used in historiographical studies. Scientific and bibliometric 
methods provide an answer to the main research question: is it possible to 
speak of emigration studies as a new, emerging discipline within Russian 
humanities? At what pace is it developing? Which academic branches are 
found at the “core” of emigration research and which are adjacent? What 
topics form the centre of academics’ focus and where are the “white spots”? 

Mindful of the fact that formalised sources (documents) are the 
easiest objects to measure, since their relevant features have already been 
identified and formulated,44 theses written for the purpose of attaining 
academic qualifications were analysed to answer the above questions. 
Specifically, information about the author, research topic, academic degree 
sought, code and title of the subject area (in accordance with the 

                                                 
43 Balayan 2004. 
44 Mazur 2010, p. 157. 
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nomenclature of Russian academic specialties), the name of the host 
establishment, and the place and year the thesis was written (based on the 
release of the abstract) was gathered. This data formed the system of 
bibliometric indicators to be analysed. 

Due to the incomplete nature of the Russian State Library’s thesis 
collection in comparison with its collection of abstracts, the incompleteness of 
bibliographic descriptions of theses in comparison with descriptions of 
abstracts and, ultimately, the greater availability of abstracts compared to theses, 
it was considered more useful to apply bibliometric methodologies to abstracts 
than theses. Having studied the output data (which is the basis for bibliographic 
descriptions) of actual theses, it was found that the incidence of mismatches 
between output data and abstracts was very low (less than 0.5%) and such 
mismatches related exclusively to where the thesis was prepared (place of 
abstract release) and the date the document was released (year of 
completion/abstract release) - factors which were not essential to the analysis, 
since they have almost no effect on the results. 
 
Bibliometric analysis of theses on Russian emigration defended in 
Russia between 1980 and 2005 
A total of 903 thesis abstracts on the subject of Russian emigration, 
published in Russia between 1980 and 2005 were identified in the course of 
this study, and in-depth analysis was applied to the data they contained. In 
the years 1980-1991, i.e. during the time of the Soviet Union, only 85 theses 
were defended - 9.4% of the total number of identified works on the 
subject of Russian emigration written between 1980 and 2005. 

From these, the following tendencies in the study of emigration were 
identified. 

There was a significant increase in the intensity of academic studies in 
the 1990s - early 2000s. During this period, the number of theses defended 
on the subject of Russian emigration were: 1992 - 5 theses, 1993 - 12, 1994 - 
17, 1995 - 36, 1996 - 46, 1997 - 43, 1998 - 50, 1999 - 63, 2000 - 81, 2001 - 
89, 2002 - 88, 2003 - 88, 2004 - 93, and 2005 - 107. 

The involvement of humanitarian disciplines in emigration studies has 
also grown. The number of academic fields in which such research is being 
conducted (based on the number of disciplines seeing thesis defences on 
the topic) has grown from 6 academic branches in the 1980-1991 period to 
13 between 1992 and 2005. 

There has been a significant increase in the number of specialties 
within which immigration studies are carried out. In 1980, theses were 
found in 5 different specialties, in 1981 - 6, 1982 - 6, 1983 - 6, 1984 - 7, 
1985 - 5, 1986 - 7, 1987 - 2, 1988 - 6, 1989 - 1, 1990 - 4, 1991 - 7, 1992 - 3, 
1993 - 6, 1994 - 11, 1995 - 19, 1996 - 19, 1997 - 17, 1998 - 15, 1999 - 24, 
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2000 - 20, 2001 - 20, 2002 - 23, 2003 - 27, 2004 - 27 and 2005 - 26. As can 
be seen, the number of specialities was 5.4 times greater in 2003 and 2004 
than 1980, increasing from 5 to 27. The same list of academic specialties 
which saw theses defended between 1994 and 2005 included 62 specific 
areas, compared to 23 specific areas presented in the 1980-1993 period. 
Across the whole study period of 1980-2005, a total of 66 items were 
represented. 

The range of cities and establishments where defences took place also 
widened: in 1980-1989, 9 cities hosted thesis defences, in 1990-1999 the 
number was 33, and by 2000 to 2005 the number had grown to 55 cities. 
Considered from the Soviet/post-Soviet split, from 1992 to 2005 59 cities 
hosted thesis defences, compared to 9 cities in the 1980-1991 period.  

Regarding individual establishments, between 1980 and 1989 thesis 
defences were held in 24 establishments, from 1990 to 1999 - 70, and from 
2000 to 2005 - 137. (When counting, the identity of renamed establishments 
was, where possible, established.) Comparing the two periods 1980-1991 
and 1992-2005, it was noted that the former period saw defences held in 26 
establishments and the latter in 152 establishments. In total, thesis defences 
related to the topic of Russian emigration took place in 158 establishments 
located in 59 cities in Russian territory between 1980 and 2005. 

Among all theses identified from the period 1980-2005, PhD 
submissions numbered 104 out of 903 (11.5%) while MPhil theses 
represented 799 out of 903 (88.5%). 

The two most important research centres - in terms of both the 
number of theses on emigration subjects and the breadth of coverage across 
various branches of academia - were, by a large margin, Moscow and St 
Petersburg. This can be explained by the ease of direct access, in these two 
largest Russian cities, to an important resource base: they are home to the 
main and largest library archives. They are also the location of thesis 
councils for most academic disciplines. In Moscow, during the period under 
consideration, 432 theses were successfully defended on the topic of 
Russian emigration - 47.8% of the total (903 defences). St Petersburg 
(Leningrad) hosted 103 defences (11.4%) and Rostov-on-Don saw 34 
defences (3.8%). In Tomsk, 25 defences were held (2.8%) (Tomsk retained 
its fourth place throughout the 1990s and 2000s), while Ekaterinburg 
(Sverdlovsk) hosted 24 defences (2.7%). In other cities 1 to 17 defences 
were held. 

In Moscow all areas of academia in which the study of Russian 
emigration and Russian expatriate communities takes place are represented. 
The undisputed lead institution in terms of the number of defences and 
range of academic branches in which they were carried out in the years 
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1980-2005 proved to be Moscow State University,45 with 144 theses across 
9 academic branches. Next, with 1.5 times fewer theses, came Moscow State 
Pedagogical University.46 Here, during the same period, 77 theses were 
defended across 4 branches of academia. In the third place was St 
Petersburg (Leningrad) State University,47 with 48 works across 7 branches. 
In other establishments 28 or fewer defences were held. 

PhD thesis defences were held in 45 establishments between 1980 
and 2005. The lead institution in this regard proved to be Moscow State 
Pedagogical University (15 defences); with Moscow State University second 
(13), followed by St Petersburg State University (9). The All-Russian 
Research Institute of Art (State Institute of Art) and Rostov State University 
(5 defences) took joint fourth place. In other establishments, 1-3 defences 
were held. 

Based on systemically important signifiers of an academic school - 
thesis advisors, students, institutional unit and presence of a community 
tackling the theme within the school - information given by authors in their 
abstract was studied, namely, their academic advisors, the number of 
student supervisees of each advisor, and the academic and educational 
structures of their institution. These scientometric indicators made it 
possible to reveal already-formed or emerging academic schools in the 
framework of emigration studies. At the same time, it was noted that a 
single academic supervisor might accept theses on completely different 
subjects, the only thing in common being their relation to emigration 
research. The question arises as to whether such a chaotic and diverse array 
of works can be said to relate to a unified academic school. The author 
answers this question in the affirmative, based on the primary systematic 
importance of the indicators listed at the beginning of this paragraph, both 
the quantitative (the institutional advisor, his/her students, the institutional 
unit carrying out the study) and qualitative (presence of a community of 
researchers studying Russian emigration issues within the school) ones. 
Across the various universities and academic institutions in Russia, there are 
about 20 academic schools of historians and emigration experts. 

Thus, through examining the scope and nature of studies carried out 
in the 1990s - early 2000s, the emergence of a rapidly developing new 
discipline of emigration studies can be identified within Russian humanities. 

                                                 
45 Federal State Educational Institution of Higher Professional Education, Moscow State 
University named after M. V. Lomonosov, Moscow, Russia. 
46 Federal State Educational Institution of Higher Professional Education, Moscow State 
Pedagogical University, Moscow, Russia. 
47 Federal State Educational Institution of Higher Professional Education, Saint Petersburg 
State University, Saint Petersburg, Russia. 
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Based on statistical data from this study, it is possible to further refine 
this statement. Among the academic disciplines within which studies into 
Russian emigration were undertaken between 1980 and 2005, the leading 
fields were philology (376 theses, or 41.6%), philosophy (192, 21.3%) and 
history (179, 19.8%). The remaining 156 (17.3%) theses were distributed 
between the fields of art history (44, 4.9%), pedagogy (31, 3.4%), economics 
(19, 2.1%), political science (24, 2.7%), jurisprudence (11, 1.2%), cultural 
studies (11, 1.2%), sociology (7, 0.8%), psychology (6, 0.7%), architecture (2, 
0.2%) and earth sciences (1, 0.1%). 

In other words, there are three main (“core”) academic branches - 
philology, philosophy and history - within whose frame the majority of 
developments in knowledge of Russian emigration history and Russian 
expatriate communities have taken place. Other theses were accounted for 
in related disciplines, while some works were distributed over a large 
number of branches of academia only distantly related to emigration 
studies. This finding confirms the expected pattern of dispersion of 
information: an arithmetic increase in the number of theses containing 
information on a specific topic of research leads to an exponential increase 
in the number of academic branches within which such research is being 
conducted. 

In terms of the number of specialities within each subject discipline in 
which Russian emigration studies took place between the years 1980 to 
2005, it was found that theses were prepared within 14 groups of specialties. 
Within Engineering (subject code 05.00.00) theses covering 4 specialities 
appeared, in History (07.00.00) - 7, Economics (08.00.00) - 8, Philosophy 
(09.00.00) - 9, Philology (10.00.00) - 12, Jurisprudence (12.00.00) - 2, 
Pedagogy (13.00.00) - 2, Art History (17.00.00) - 6, Architecture (18.00.00) - 
1, Psychology (19.00.00) - 3, Social sciences (22.00.00) - 4, Political sciences 
(23.00.00) - 4, Cultural Studies (24.00.00) - 3, and Earth Sciences (25.00.00) 
- 1. As you can see, the most ambitious field in terms of the number of 
specialties across which Russian emigration was studied, was philology. 

Russian literature (10.01.01) was found to be the undisputed leader 
among the academic specialties: during the period 1980-2005, 238 theses on 
Russian emigration were prepared within this frame. It is primarily within 
this field that the literature of the Russian diaspora is studied. In second 
place was History of the USSR (Russian History, 07.00.02), with 116 works. 
Third place (90 works) was shared by History of Philosophy (09.00.03) and 
Russian Language (10.02.01). Other specialist areas followed these by a 
considerable margin. 

The dominance of philologists and philosophers in the study of the 
heritage of Russian emigration can be explained, in the author’s opinion, as 
follows. Since the Petrine era (1689-1725), literature has consistently been 
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the main creative form of expression within Russian culture. Literature, in 
its variety of genres, including the philosophical, reflects Russian cultural 
ideals and is the most striking element of the identity of the intelligentsia. 
The intelligentsia can be seen as a kind of “brain of the nation” whose main 
role lies in shaping public consciousness by putting forward ideas. Society 
either accepts or rejects these ideas. Emigration, meanwhile, can be thought 
of as society’s flesh and blood. Issues raised by Russian writers and 
philosophers abroad reflect the future of Russia’s statehood and power, 
attitudes towards religion and social justice, the relationship between the 
intelligentsia and the people, violence and non-violence - all relevant in 
terms of finding ways to overcome socioeconomic and spiritual crises and 
bring about renovation of the country. 

In the period 1980-1993 - during the years of Soviet power - the study 
of Russian (Soviet) emigration was in practice confined to study of the 
theoretical heritage and activities of those abroad. This included studying 
the works of representatives of Russian revolutionary emigration (such as 
G. V. Plekhanov, P. L. Lavrov, S. M. Stepnak-Kravchinski, M. A. Bakunin, 
P. A. Kropotkin, V. I. Lenin, N. P. Ogarev, P. N. Tkachev, A. I. Herzen 
and G. A. Lopatin), Russian emigrant composers (for example, S. V. 
Rachmaninov and I. F. Stravinsky) and works created in exile by Soviet 
writers such as Maxim Gorky and A. N. Tolstoy. As a consequence, the 
number of theses devoted to the life and work of such individuals is 
basically the same as the total number of theses on emigration subjects from 
that period. Of the few theses which did not include the names of émigrés 
in their title, any devoted to the first post-revolutionary waves of emigration 
waves contained negatively-charged emotive words such as “collapse” and 
“defeat.” Thus, the study of so-called white emigration in the Soviet period 
was of an ideologically specified, politicised character. 

In the mid-1990s, along with an increasing number of émigré names 
mentioned in thesis titles, actual study of the phenomenon of emigration 
began to emerge. 

Most researchers looking at the Russian expatriate community 
focused on the first post-revolutionary wave - the “white emigrants” who 
reflected the colour of their country - as the most vivid subject of study, and 
limited their research to the scope of 1917-1939. Out of 903 theses, 666 
works were devoted to the life and work of individual immigrants, and of 
these 595 had names of representatives of the Russian expatriate 
community of 1917-1939 in their titles. 109 out of the remaining 237 theses 
which did not have names of emigrants in their titles, instead contained 
dates or concepts (for example, “first wave”) in their headings that clearly 
indicated the object of study was the first post-revolutionary wave of 
emigration. 
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The distribution of thesis research staff (indicated in the headers of 
collected theses) also demonstrated that the primary interest in was in the 
first post-October Revolution wave of emigration: out of 127 émigrés 
whose lives and works were written about in the academic theses examined 
for this study, 97 were representatives of this wave. In theses written in the 
second half of the 1980s-1990, 19 authors referred to those in exile before 
1917, 2 were related to the second post-October wave of emigration, 9 
related to the third wave and 3 were related to emigration in both pre- and 
post-revolutionary waves of emigration (including those on N. Gabo, M. 
Gorky, and V. V. Kandinsky). 

Up until the 1990s, studies were limited almost exclusively to the pre- 
and post-revolutionary first wave of emigration. In 2000-2005, major 
advances were made by philologists in the study of the third post-
revolutionary wave; as a result, the number of theses devoted to this topic 
increased from 2 in the 1990s to 50 in the 2000-2005 period. Indeed, 2000-
2005 saw a significant increase in the number of theses across various fields 
dealing with Russian emigration and the Russian expatriate community in 
recent years (36 in 2000-2005, up from 12 in the 1990s). Though only slight, 
there was also an increase in the number of theses concerning the second 
post-October wave (8 in 2000-2005, compared to 5 in 1990-1999), a period 
still mostly studied by historians. 

Amongst theses dated 1980-2005, 90 papers (10% of 903) were 
devoted to pre-revolutionary emigration; 716 works (79.3%) to the first 
post-revolutionary wave; 14 (1.6%) to second post-revolutionary wave; 52 
(5.8%) to the third wave; and 48 papers (5.3%) to the fourth, contemporary 
wave of emigration. (It should be borne in mind that a number of theses 
examined several waves of emigration.) 

Although contemporary researchers are studying all the waves of 
Russian emigration, attention is still primarily paid to the first post-October 
wave; the creativity of this wave of immigrants is reflected in fact that such 
studies appear in the broadest range of academic branches and specialties. 

The results of this study clearly highlight a tendency towards 
personification within the history of Russian emigration and the Russian 
expatriate community. Of the 903 theses from 1980-2005 collected on the 
subject of Russian emigration, 666 (73.8%) were devoted to the life and 
work of named individuals. 

The breadth of coverage of individual emigrants has also changed. In 
the 1980s, theses identified for this study dealt with the life and works of 23 
Russian emigrants; in the 1990s, 60 individual emigrants were studied; and 
in the six years from 2000 to 2005 inclusive, 101 biographies were written. 
Over the same period, the number of emigrants mentioned in the titles of 
theses during one year increased to an average for 30 individuals per year 
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for the 1994-2005 period, compared with an average of 5 per year between 
1980 and 1993. 

A thorough study of the creative heritage of any one figure gives way 
to generalisations and classification. Over the years, the thesis titles 
examined featured more personalities. However, among the leading lights of 
the Russian expatriate community there remain many whose works have 
not yet been the object of research in this particular genre of academic 
paper, the thesis. 
 
Conclusions 
This paper has identified and demonstrated the capabilities and limits of 
applying scientific bibliometric techniques, proving that such methods are 
effective tools for studying the historiography of Russian emigration and 
the Russian expatriate community. With their help, the direction and pace 
of development of emigration studies as an academic area has been 
identified, along with the dynamics of academic interest in the subject; the 
contribution of individual regions, establishments and authors to the 
development of the field; the intensity of research centres (including 
academic institutes); and the integrative communication between branches 
of academia and the subject matter before them. The only thing that is 
objectively beyond the limits of applied bibliometrics is consideration of the 
actual texts of academic papers, because this kind of measurement is only 
amenable to formal sources. Therefore, to reflect the diversity of 
information contained in theses and their abstracts, in addition to such 
quantitative methods, it is necessary to use traditional, qualitative methods 
of document analysis. 
 
 

Bibliometric Analysis in Historiographical Studies (Based on the Example of 
Theses on Russian Emigration Written between 1980 and 2005) 

 
(Abstract) 

 
The object of this article involves the study of theses and their abstracts on the topic of 
“Russian emigration.” The purpose of the study to identify and analyse dominant 
tendencies in the development of Russian humanities in terms of its understanding of the 
history of the Russian diaspora.  

Cognitive features were identified through historiographical study that used 
knowledge-based systems and bibliometric indicators to characterise the distribution of 
institutions as well as the branches and specialities of theses on the history of emigration 
from Russia, explore the number of theses defended in a given period, pinpoint centres of 
activity for the study of this subject, and identify characteristics and trends in the study of 
Russian emigration in different stages of the country’s history. These methods proved the 
effectiveness of using bibliometrics to analyse the body of thesis-based research dealing 
with the phenomenon of emigration.  
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The theoretical significance of this study arises from the proposal of an algorithm 
for perceiving theses as a form of academic work and a historiographical phenomenon, as 
well as the establishment and systematisation of the dominant tendencies in the 
development of Russian human sciences in terms of comprehending the problems of the 
Russian emigration history. Furthermore, the results obtained confirm the emergence of 
emigration studies as a new direction in Russian humanities, outlining the dynamics of its 
development, defining the discipline-specific “core” of emigration-related research and that 
taking place in allied branches of academia, and showing the pace of the subject’s 
development. Three academic branches (philology, philosophy and history) were identified 
within which the main developments in knowledge of Russian emigration history and the 
Russian expatriate community have taken place. 

This article will be of use to academics and professors within higher education 
institutions whose professional interests are related to the history of Russian emigration, 
when conducting specific academic research or summarising their field. 
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Massachusetts. 

RA - Rossiiskaia Arkheologiia. Moscow. 
Reka vremen - Reka vremen. Moscow. 
Rivista di Bizantinistica - Rivista di Bizantinistica. Bologna. 
RossEconom - Rossiski ekonomicheski jurnal. International Academy 

of Business and Management. Moscow. 
Rossiyskaya Gazeta - Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Russian government daily 
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SA - Sovetskaja Arkheologija. Institute of Archaeology, 
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SC - Sviyazhskie chteniya. Sviyazhsk. 
Scientometrics - Scientometrics. Akadémiai Kiadó. Budapest. 
Serdalo - Obschenacionalnaya gaseta Respubliki Ingushetiya 

“Serdalo.” Nazran. 
SGV - Saratovskie gubernskie vedomosti. Saratov. 
Shagalovskii sbornik - Shagalovskii sbornik. Marc Chagall Museum. Minsk. 
SI - Sociologicheskiye issledovaniya. Science Institute of 

Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Moscow. 
Soziale Geschichte - Soziale Geschichte. Zeitschrift für historische Analyse 
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Studies. Astana. 
SS - Sibirskaya stolitsa. Tobolsk State Historical and 
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SSM - Social Sciences and Modernity. The Presidium of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences “Science.” Moscow. 

SV - Sovremennaya filologiya. Ufa. 
SZ - Sociologicheskiy zhurnal. Moscow. 
Tarih Dergisi - Istanbul Üniversitesi Edebiyat Fakültesi Tarih Dergisi. 

Istanbul. 
TKA - Tulski kraevedchesky almanah. Tula. 
Traditzionnaya kultura - Traditzionnaya kultura. An academic almanac 
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Vestnik Chuvashskogo - Vestnik Chuvashskogo gosudarstvennogo 
pedagogicheskogo universiteta im I. Ya. Yakovleva. I. Y. 
Yakovlev Chuvash State Pedagogical University. 
Cheboksary. 

VestKrasno - Vestnike Krasnoyarskogo gosudarstvennogo 
pedagogicheskogo universiteta imeni V. P. Astaf’eva. 
Krasnojarskij gosudarstvennyj pedagogicheskij universitet 
im. V. P. Astaf’eva. Krasnojarsk. 
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Vestnik Samara - Vestnik Samarskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta. 
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Vestn Tomsk Gos Univ. - Vestnik Tomskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta. 
Kul’turologiya i iskusstvovedeniye. Bulletin of Tomsk 
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Vestnik Semej - Vestnik gosudarstvennogo universiteta imeni Shakarima 
goroda Semej. Shakarim State University of Semey. 

Vestnik Ufa - Vestnik Vostochnoy ekonomiko-yuridicheskoy 
gumanitarnoy akademii. East Economic-Legal 
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Vestnik VyatGGU - Vestnik Vyatskogo gosudarstvennogo gumanitarnogo 
universiteta: Vyatka State University of Humanities. 
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Voprosy filosofii - Voprosy filosofii. Russian Academy of Sciences. 
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Organization Scientific for Information “IDOSI 
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ZDMG - Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen 
Gesellschaft. Berlin Magazine of the German East 
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