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Until recently, the topic of deportation has been closed to research as many 
archival collections were secret. The large-scale and seemingly even chaotic 
forced displacement of millions of Soviet people had very serious 
demographic and economic consequences for the deportees’ regions of 
origin and displacement, and for the country as a whole.1 

Despite significant steps taken in this direction by historiography, 
many aspects of the subject have been insufficiently studied and require 
further research. 

There is a need to explore problems locally, primarily using the huge 
regional source potential of the archives. The most striking example in this 
respect may be Pavlodar region, to which significant numbers of people 
were deported during the Second World War. Many ethnic groups (Poles, 
Koreans, Germans, Chechens, Ingush, etc.) were suddenly classified as 
“unreliable people” and deported to this region. Even today, scholarship 
has not fully covered the dimensions and consequences of the social strains 
between with these ethnicities. By examining the regional deportation of 
Russian Germans, we can also consider typical trends in Kazakhstan as a 
whole. 

All of Soviet history since 1917 is full of numerous human rights 
violations and, in some cases, genocides. An example is the provoked 
collectivisation famine of 1920-1930s, when many nations and nationalities 
were almost destroyed. Then, a new wave rose during the Second World 
War. An important feature of those times was that whole nationalities were 
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targeted for deportation by sophisticated methods, while the process took 
place in difficult wartime conditions. 

Nowadays it is known that more than forty USSR nationalities were 
subject to deportation. Many of them were totally resettled. In 1930-1950 
approximately 3.5 million people had to leave their homelands, and 
significant number of people died.2 

The chronology of deportation during the war was tragic, since 
different nationalities were deported almost every 2-3 years. The Soviet 
Germans became the main object of Soviet deportation policy on the 
outbreak of war. On 26 August 1941, the Soviet of National Commissars 
and the Central Committee of Union Communist Party (Bolshevik) adopted 
a resolution On the resettlement of Germans from the Volga German Republic, 
Saratov and Stalingrad regions in other territories and regions, a large-scale measure 
targeting the German nationality within the Soviet Union as a whole. On 28 
August 1941 the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet adopted a decree 
On the resettlement of Germans living in the Volga area, eliminating the autonomy 
of the Volga Germans. Groundless accusations of espionage and sabotage 
were used as a pretext for coercive measures to deport Germans from the 
Volga region to Kazakhstan. In general, a relocation of 400,000 Soviet 
Germans was planned to twelve regions: Alma-Ata, Akmola, Aktobe, East 
Kazakhstan, Dzhambulskaya Karaganda, Kyzylorda, Kostanai, Pavlodar, 
North Kazakhstan, Semipalatinsk, South Kazakhstan.3 

The mechanism of operation was defined in the Regulations for the 
resettlement of Germans and the Order of the National Commissariat of 
Internal Affairs from 28 August 1941.4 

The operation was conducted vigorously and violently. It began on 3 
September and finished on 21 September. The total number of deportees 
from the Volga German Republic to Kazakhstan was 67,400.5 During late 
August - mid September 1941, the plan to settle the deported Germans in 
Kazakhstan was increased from 163,000 to 467,000 people.6 

N. F. Buhay presents data from 25 November 1941 describing the 
distribution of the German population through the regions of Kazakhstan.7 
Analysing the data, it is possible to argue that the plan was to resettle a total 
of 525,000 Germans in Kazakhstan, including 45,000 deportees to the 
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Pavlodar region, representing 8.6% of the total number of persons 
scheduled to all areas of Kazakhstan. In fact 315,630 people were settled by 
areas, including 43,202 deportees to the Pavlodar region (approximately 
13.7%). These figures show a large gap between planned and actual 
resettlement among the regions. The percentage of settlement achieved in 
Pavlodar region is quite high at 94% of the planned amount, the highest in 
all areas of the country. These figures are confirmed by Major Babkin, 
national commissar for Internal Affairs of the Kazakh Soviet: “the first 
batch of settling of Germans was performed well and organised, with 
30,590 people settled in the Akmola region and 21,146 in Pavlodar region.”8 

At the beginning of 1942 the country had resettled 400,300 
deportees.9 

According to the Archives of the Committee of Legal Statistics and 
Special Registration of the General Prosecutor’s office of Kazakhstan in the 
Report on Resettlement of Germans in the areas of the Kazakh SSR of 10 December 
1941, 34,970 people were affected. In total 1,209,430 Germans were 
resettled in Kazakhstan during 1941-1942.10 

Reading the resolution gives the impression that the Soviet state cared 
for the resettled contingent and was concerned about their welfare, 
planning:  

“to resettle the entire German population living in the Volga region to other 
areas, so that the resettled were endowed with land and received state 
support with placement in new areas.”11  

As has already been discussed, the territories in which resettlement was 
planned included Pavlodar region. O. L. Milova in her work Deportatsiya 
Narodov SSSR (1930-50g.) gives information about where Germans from the 
Volga region were deported and resettled into the Kazakh SSR in October 
1941.12 

This inquiry indicates that deportees were resettled in virtually all 
areas of Pavlodar region. The main thoroughfare for the transfer of the 
deportees in the Pavlodar region was the Omsk Railway, transporting 
16,500 people. Two thousand deportees were sent to Semipalatinsk by the 
Turkestan-Siberian railway. The greatest number of people (more than 3 
million) was settled in the Pavlodar region in Bayanaul, Cyuryupinsk and 
Lozovskiy areas, while the smallest number, a group of 500 deportees, were 
sent to Maximo-Gorki area in October 1941. 
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From 23 to 29 November 1941, 14 groups of 33,013 Germans in 
total came people to the Pavlodar region, of a planned 40,000.13 

Based on these data, it is evident that the plan was not wholly 
fulfilled, which could be explained by several reasons; escapes during 
transfer, late arrivals, the withdrawal of seriously ill deportees from trains, 
and deaths. 

The deportation of national groups was carefully planned to the last 
details: the number of trains provided, the points of embarkation, rest stops 
and the end points. However, changes to the resettlement plan highlight the 
chaos during the period of settlement and the target regions’ inability to 
accept such a number of deportees, as evidenced by a resolution of the 
executive committee of the Pavlodar Regional Council of Deputies and the 
bureau of the regional committee of the Communist Party (Bolshevik) of 
Kazakhstan dated 2 September 1941 On measures for reception and 
accommodation of displaced persons - Germans and their household placement. This 
secret report describes a number of measures aimed at settling the deported 
Germans. It obliged regional executive chairmen and secretaries of the 
Republic Committee of the Communist Party (Bolshevik) of Kazakhstan to 
prepare daily reports naming collective and state farms and the number of 
deportee households to be placed in each, to submit these plans to the 
Executive Committee of the Regional Council within two days, and to 
prepare the houses and buildings needed for the deportees, effective 
immediately.14 

Analysing this fifteen-point document, we may note that the time for 
the completion of each task is extremely short: a “two-day” period, 
“immediately,” “daily,” “three days” and “ten days.” Limited time was given 
to allocate land plots for construction and settlement; to build the houses; 
to determine needs for building materials for the repair and construction of 
new houses; to transport timber and household equipment to the regions; 
to prepare livestock and grain for the deportees; to explain the new situation 
to the masses on the farms; and to ensure food for the newcomers. 

The first point of this resolution states: “To state the plan for 
resettlement among the regional and state farms of the area ... in total ... 
including collective.”15 

Omissions in the text suggest that during the first months of the war, 
planners had no clear information on how many deportees to expect. 
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Analysis of the situation after the deportees arrived in the republic 
clearly shows that regional organisations in Kazakhstan were not at all ready 
to receive and accommodate them. This was already evident in the lack of 
transport for deportees from the unloading stations to the settlement areas. 
There was simply not enough transport for the amount of people, and 
collective and state farms could not ensure its timely provision.16 

The main means of transportation was the railroad. An inquiry about 
German deportees in the Kazakh SSR from 18 January 1942 reveals a larger 
picture throughout the country. As this paper aims to study deported 
Germans in the Pavlodar region, we concentrate on this region. 

On 18 January 1942, 20 groups totalling 102,869 people arrived in 
Pavlodar region. One person escaped during transit, 624 were late and 38 
people returned.17 

This document shows that the German population did not resist 
eviction, in the hope that what was happening was a temporary 
misunderstanding. This could be proven by the cases of people escaping: 
102,869 people. However, this information does not include fatalities during 
transportation, where deaths were caused by diverse factors, such as age, 
epidemiological factors and poor nutrition. 

In reality, we cannot argue that there was a complete absence of 
nutrition and terrible organisation, since this issue was under the control of 
the ruling agencies. Archival material classified as “Top Secret” records data 
on this issue: “immediately pass through HF (recorded by hand)” and states 
the orders to ensure food supply en route: 

“1. Hot meals en route must be provided by railway buffets twice a day, the 
cost is three rubles per person, to be paid in cash by the head of group. 
2. Depending on the length of the route, necessary funds should be issued 
to the supervisor under the report 
3. The heads of groups should signal ahead regarding each buffet by 
telegraph 12 hours before arrival, indicating the number of the group and 
the number of meals required. To be signed: ‘The head of the NCIA group.’ 
The director of the commercial office must assure the bills for lunches. 
4. Places of nutrition are provided in eight directions.”18 

However, the organisation of  the deportation met with obstacles and 
difficulties. The vast number of  groups transported led to confusion. Many 
trains came into the wrong destinations. “For instance, train no. 883 was 
intended for the resettlement area in Barnaul. However, it was sent to the 
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Krasnoyarsk region by mistake, where it was left.”19 
As a result, responsibilities were not met. According to a Decree of  

the executive committee of  the Pavlodar Regional Council of  Deputies and 
Bureau of  Regional Committee of  CP(b)K of  11 October 1941 titled On the 
economic accommodation of  German migrants, the executive committee of  the 
regional council and the bureau of  regional committee CP(b) mention 
errors made by the Executive Committee of  the Regional Council, by the 
Department of  Resettlement and NCIA. The personnel needs of  the 
regions were not considered at all in allocation of  persons to areas. As a 
result, some regions where professionals were needed were left with no 
specialists in agriculture, while in some places there were too many of  them. 
The document shows that collective farms in Tsyurupynsk, Lazovski and 
Beskaragai regions mainly received deportees from urban areas and regional 
centres, while farms in Maximo-Gorki, Kuibyshev and Irtysh regions mainly 
received farmers.20 

The entire management of  resettlement was given to the NCIA 
agency. The groups responsible for receiving, disembarking and delivery to 
destinations were organised in the regions. Paragraph 10 of  a Resolution of  
the executive committee of  the Pavlodar regional Council of  Deputies and 
the regional CP(b)K committee bureau of  2 September 1941 reports the 
need to identify groups of  responsible workers to receive and disembark 
deportees and send them to their new places of  destination. Paragraph 15 
assigns the management of  relocation to the regional Department of  the 
NCIA, which was granted the right to involve the regional healthcare 
department in the resettlement process, to the state farms trust, 
resettlement department and their local agencies.21 

218,328 people were registered on 1 July 1944 in the republic (71,151 
families of German deportees). Further, according to an NCIA inquiry 
about deportees in the Kazakh SSR, by the end of the war on 1 January 
1945, the number of German migrants was 243,722 people (79,017 
families), distributed by region as follows: 

1. Alma-Aty Region   - 3,041 people (1,231 families). 
2. Karaganda region   - 20,538 people (7,567 families). 
3. Semipalatinsk region   - 24,030 people (7,975 families). 
4. Aktobe region    - 4,942 people (1,751 families).  
5. Akmola     - 35,644 people (10,705 families). 
6. East Kazakhstan region  - 13,526 people (4,841 families). 
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7. Guriev region    - 1,199 people (1,197 families). 
8. Dzhambul region   - 5,561 people (1,790 families). 
9. Kustanai region   - 32,260 people (10,132 families). 
10. Kokchetav region   - 41,900 people (12,222 families). 
11. Kyzyl-Orda region   - 2,241 people (825 families). 
12. Pavlodar    - 24,939 people (8,082 families). 
13. North Kazakhstan region  - 20,103 people (6,124 families). 
14. Taldykorgan region   - 5,762 people (1,715 families). 
15. South Kazakhstan region  - 8,035 people (2,800 families).22 
The question of how many Germans were deported to Kazakhstan, 

and Pavlodar region in particular, is very complex, influenced by several 
factors: the absence of quantitative documents on the deported national 
groups; discrepancy among the official documents; a lack of uniform 
accounting for deported people, for example, “according to the plan, it was 
expected that 467,000 Germans would be deported to Kazakhstan in 1941, 
but in reality only 400,000 people were moved.”23 

Records of births and deaths were not conducted everywhere, nor 
were families reunified. During the first years the mortality rate was 
extremely high, greater than the birth rate. Moreover, the number of 
refugees was not always equal to the number of detainees. In most 
situations, the number of escapees was greater than the number of those 
who were caught. All these factors had a great impact on the changing 
number of deportees. 

Thus, considering the organisational and technical preparations for 
the resettlement of deported nationalities in the Pavlodar region, the 
following factors should be noted: 

1) Deportation of nationalities was planned and thought through: the 
number of trains provided, the location of the planned loading and 
unloading of people, the rest stops and points of arrival. 

2) We can argue from reports and archival data that throughout the 
war, Pavlodar region was a major destination for deportees. It was a long 
way from their points of origin, but had access to water transport and 
railways and a low population density of the region. 

3) Pavlodar region, and the country as a whole, was not ready to 
accept such a large number of deportees, because the issue unavoidably led 
to a number of problems that require time to solve. 

4) The planned timescales for transportation, food supply and other 
services were impossible. 
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The arrival of a significant number of deportees to Pavlodar region 
gave rise to a whole range of issues that required immediate solution. From 
the very first days, housing was one such difficulty. It should be noted that 
the issue also remained unresolved in the post-war years. However, it would 
not be true to state that this issue had not been given any attention. The 
plan to construct and purchase houses for deportees in the republic shows 
that from 20 June 1945 to 1 July 1945, a total of 2,748 houses were built 
and bought. Alma-Aty, Kustanay Taldykurgan and Pavlodar regions 
recorded significant growth during the decade. The turning point in 
improving housing in Kostanai and Pavlodar regions was the creation of 
large numbers of construction crews. Moreover, great attention was paid to 
local procurement of building materials, compared to other regions. 140 
teams and 300 units of draft-cattle worked to build housing in Kustanai 
region, while 219 teams and 1,487 draft-cattle units worked in Pavlodar 
region.24 

A special report to the chairman of the regional committee of the 
CP(b) K on 7 August 1945 discussed the drawbacks in the household 
allocation of deportees in Pavlodar region. Household arrangements for 
deportees in Pavlodar, Galka, Kaganovicheskij and Tsyurupinsk areas were 
unsatisfactory. The approved plan to build new houses for deportees was in 
most cases not carried out, while repair of vacant houses was extremely 
slow and disorganised, with no construction crews available. The state loan 
for individual construction of new homes was in most cases not used, and 
where it was, terms of use were often violated.25 

A secret special report of 14 May 1947 no. 3/24854 states that 
material conditions for German deportees in particular places in 
Lebyazhinsky region were extremely unsatisfactory, and that some facts 
deserved serious attention.26 

In the first half of 1948 an inspection by the Internal Affairs Ministry 
noted that in areas of Pavlodar region, 1,180 families (3,697 people) of 
Chechen-Ingush and Germans were billeted with the local population and 
did not have their houses.27 

The territory of Pavlodar region includes forest zone as well as steppe 
areas, which helped in providing building materials. However, analysis of 
memorandums shows that where problems with the building material were 
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not expected due to access to local stock, this opportunity was not fully 
used. As a consequence, the position of deportees remained unsatisfactory. 

For example, although there was timber in Beskaragai region close to 
the collective farms, building work had not yet started on any houses, and 
state loans went unused.28 

Receiving no real help from the local authorities, deportees 
understood that in this situation it was necessary to survive on their own, 
and where possible the deportees tried to solve housing problems 
independently. Most migrants built houses themselves without state credit, 
were billeted in vacant houses or bought them. Construction was carried 
out in a very primitive and simple way without technical supervision and 
control. There were very few engineers in the area, and none of  them was 
obliged to delve into the matter of  technical control. Technician-builders 
were in areas where many migrants were settled and techniques were 
inexperienced.29 

According to the report of  Pavlodar region in 1945 houses were built 
of  different materials (adobe, wood, sod, stockade and brushwood, frames), 
usually in collective farms and enterprise territories, only on the unsuitable 
backyards away from the village. Such houses lasted from 10 to 20-25 years, 
depending on the building materials.30 

The question of  providing ethnic diasporas with living space in their 
areas of  deportation could be regarded as a complex and multifaceted. 
Solutions were difficult and painful, both for the people who were deported 
to Kazakhstan and for the local population. 

The regional settlement department conducted inspections of  the 
deportees’ living conditions. The conclusions were reflected in a report on 
North Caucasus and German deportees, signed by Comrade Perevozchikov, 
head of  the Internal Affairs Ministry and dated 2 September 1948 for no. 
3/I-2931. 

It should be noted that in Pavlodar region deportees were billeted on 
the local population up to the 1950s, with the German population worst 
affected. Comparative analysis of archival material shows that the living 
conditions of other ethnic groups in the 1950s were better than that of the 
Germans. It was found that 532 families were without permanent housing, 
of which 73 families were Chechen-Ingush, while the other 459 families 
were Germans, who received no support in building, by transport or by 
cash. 
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Although there were very few German deportees in the Priirtyshskaya 
Pravda farm of Beskaragai region, only German migrants worked in animal 
husbandry, with many milkmaids, shepherds, etc. receiving wool, cattle, and 
milk as additional wages.31 

The local authorities to some extent reflected the economic and the 
labour situation unit of the deportees in their memorandums and reports. 
Usually the reports raised the issue of housing; however this was almost 
ignored in the case of the local population and was solved instead by so-
called “consolidation” - the billeting of deportees upon local populations. In 
Tsyurupinsk district 1,010 families were settled with local people.32 

Usually this kind of cohabitation adversely affected the relationship 
between newcomers and hosts, since it caused considerable inconvenience 
for the locals. Mutual ignorance of customs, traditions and lifestyles often 
led to conflicts. Material, psychological, religious and cultural aspects were 
not considered and this inevitably caused friction.  

Local attitudes towards the deportees were no mere accident. Here it 
is important to distinguish several triggering factors: 1. There was an almost 
complete lack of information from the authorities about the deportees; 2. 
There was a local sense that the deportees were “enemies of the people,” 
“enemies of Soviet power” or “fascists.” Tensions increased, and sharing a 
roof with people, whom the government had identified as “enemies,” was 
psychologically difficult. 3. The housing and living conditions of the local 
population were poor; 4. Religious and cultural aspects were important; not 
every local Muslim could allow the consumption of pork in his house, or 
the storage of religious paraphernalia and performance of rituals. This 
factor may not have been as significant, but was still an integral part of the 
relationship at home. This again emphasises the characteristic feature of a 
totalitarian state constantly striving for unification, while neglecting the 
features of national psychology. 

It should be noted that over the course of time, these relationships 
were less clear-cut. Closer acquaintance encouraged local residents to a 
friendly relationship with migrants and local citizens shared food and 
shelter, or brought up the orphaned children of migrants.33 

Local attitudes towards the Germans largely formed under the 
influence of the migrants’ behaviour. Rural workers, such as farmers, 
adapted most quickly to the new conditions of life. 
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The village and aul (traditional small Kazakh village) managed to resist 
the policy of equalisation and unification due to their multi-ethnicity, the 
hidden preservation of national traditions and practices, and close human 
communication.34 

Many leaders of collective farms and the local population provided 
great help, so that the position of the deportees improved. 

Thus, the question of household provision for deportees was urgent 
during the Second World War and the post-war years. Although the legal 
basis of deportation considered household support, the reality was that in 
places there were issues which urgently needed solution. Deportees faced an 
unwillingness in the regions to accept contingents from different regions of 
the USSR; non-use of supplied cash loans; and a lack of flexibility in the 
banking system in questions of loans for the construction or purchase of 
housing. Inappropriate spending of credits by the deportees raised the 
question of the proper use of loans and their regulation. It was impossible 
to solve the housing question without providing building materials. 

The deportees needed not only housing but also land, which caused a 
number of problems: strictly regulated seed fund and the provision of 
technology and draft-cattle for ploughing made it impossible to get 
individual farms. 

From the very first days of their arrival in Kazakhstan, the food 
supply was the main problem. Their own supplies were already exhausted 
by the long journey to their destinations, and because of failures in the 
travel arrangements, hot meals were not served regularly at stations. There 
were constant problems with water supply, particularly when trains passed 
through the regions of Kazakhstan. Poor water quality and insanitary 
conditions led to outbreaks of infectious diseases in many groups, which 
mainly affected children. According to incomplete data on the 151st group, 
which transported citizens of the former Volga German Republic to the 
east, 129 people died, the vast majority children who died from dysentery 
and other infectious diseases.35 

Material on epidemic disease in Pavlodar region mention the 
possibility of preventing septic angina, a disease caused by eating grain from 
overwintered ears. Collective and state farms were unable to remove all the 
wheat from the fields in autumn. Deportees and residents were threatened 
with execution for collecting fallen grains and ears during wartime, as this 
was considered as violation of socialist property. Grains that remained 
under the snow would partially freeze, sprout and become unfit for 
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consumption. With the arrival of spring deportees consumed the wheat, 
which would then cause poisoning and inflammation of the larynx. This 
disease was lethal.36 

One of the most difficult pages of this period is the fate of children 
who were left without parental care. Chairman Koychubaev of the executive 
committee of the regional council of the NKVD of Pavlodar region of 
Kazakh SSR received a report on 10 December 1943 on the territory of 
Lazouski’s regional branch, where a large number of minors were left 
without their parents after the Germans were mobilised into labour 
brigades. 108 minors were left without parents on the collective farm 13-aya 
godovshina, 37 on the collective farm Proletariat, 30 on the collective farm 
Amangeldy, 22 on the collective farm Krasnoarmeyka and 47 on the collective 
farm Fortschritt. The report also noted that those children were severely 
neglected and abused by the collective farm chairmen and district leaders; 
most of them were stripped, barefoot and left without any supervision. And 
it was also reported that some collective farms neglected the food supply; in 
most cases children were provided with unmilled grain instead of flour, 
which then led to 15 cases of typhus registered among German children in 
the collective farm Amangeldy.37 

In May 1945, 3.5 tons of desperately-needed food aid was ordered for 
the German deportees in the Galkinskii area, of which 2 tons were spent 
diverted by the district council.38 

The Central Committee of  CP (B) of  Kazakhstan knew about this 
situation. Resolution no. 276-51c. 26/04/45 On the shortcomings in the economic 
apparatus of  the deportees settled in the Kazakh SSR of  the People’s Commissars 
and the Central Committee of  CP (B) of  Kazakhstan SNC and CCCP(b)K, 
stamped as “Top Secret,” “special file,” prohibited spending funds allocated 
for deportees to any other purposes. Squandering continued however, in 
some cases openly, and sometimes following direct orders from the leaders 
of  regional and national organisations and commissariats.39 “In Krasnaya 
Niva collective farm 30 people were considered exhausted and bloated by 
famine, and five people have died from malnutrition.” “In order to avoid 
starving to death people were forced to eat the corpses of  dead animals, 
cats, dogs, etc.”40 During the first period of  deportation, the deportees 
solved the issues of  food mostly by themselves. Most survived primarily by 

                                                 
36 Tokhmetova 2010b, p. 120-130. 
37 SAPR, fund 646, register 1, file 245, p. 24. 
38 Ibid., file 351, p. 143. 
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their own work and labour, and with the help of  local residents. 
A special report provided by the Office of the NCIA of the Pavlodar 

region on 12 April 1943 mentioned starvation in Kaganovicheskom area. 
Cases of mortality from malnutrition were registered among German 

immigrant families in the area, for example:  
“[…] at the end of March, 4 people died of starvation, namely Gebert 
Gorna, Wiebe Zara Petrovna, and Wiebe Elena Yakovlena. Wiebe Peter 
Yakovlevich, who left the house to look for food at the beginning of April, 
is still missing and has not yet returned home. 
In the collective farm named Kzyl-Zhar, the Germans Martynets Elena 
Ivanovna - 43 years old, Martynets Anganita - 73 years old, Martynets 
Ekaterina Petrovna, Genya Karolina Danilovna - 51 years old, etc. bloated 
because of starvation and are close to death. 
Local residents Dubrovskaya Dar’ya Vasil’evna - 36 years old, and her 9-
year-old son are in the same condition. Three citizens with two young 
children bloated from starvation on the Potinskii state farm.”41 

Unfortunately, the situation was not satisfactory everywhere. Special 
messages classified as “Top Secret” from 20 March 1947 issued by Bayan-
Aul District Council state that: “all deportees will be alive, they will be fed 
by indigenous farmers.”42 

Living conditions during the Second World War were extremely 
difficult. Although the region of Pavlodar was far from the front line, 
echoes of the war were felt even here. This was expressed not only in the 
loss of family members, but also in the absence of the most basic things: 
food, clothing and fuel for heating. Our research inclines us to conclude 
that although the local authorities were confronted with objective and 
subjective difficulties, they made attempts to solve the problems of supply. 
These issues demanded close attention from the state and local party 
agencies, as this supply determined how the deportees lived. 

All of the above confirms that people subjected to deportation were 
on the brink of physical and spiritual destruction as a nation during the 
period of 1941-1945, which also was an extremely difficult period for the 
whole country. 

Under conditions of stress caused by the forced mass migration of 
nationalities labelled as “unreliable,” under enormous pressure from the 
repressive policies of the totalitarian regime and its rabid propaganda, 
deportees who arrived in Kazakhstan without a livelihood could survive 
only due to their courage, hard work and moral and material assistance from 
the Kazakh population. During the deportation, people re-evaluated the 
                                                 
41 Ibid., fund 646, register 1, file 245, p. 24. 
42 Ibid., file 469, p. 187. 
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important things in their lives. Relationships between the local population 
and the groups of deportees evolved from initial wariness into subsequent 
compassion, friendship and care. Examples of friendly relationships 
between expelled persons and residents are confirmed across all the regions 
of Kazakhstan. Deportees in Kazakhstan were able to find a second home 
for themselves and their descendants. Not only did they survive, and save 
their ethnic identities, but they also contributed their labour to the victory 
over the enemy. Kazakhstan’s economy as a whole, and that of the Pavlodar 
region in particular, grew stronger thanks to their work in the post-war 
years, and they have taken a worthy place in the community of multinational 
Kazakhstan. 

These facts emphasise the relevance of studying the role and place of 
the deportees, who created a foundation for the multinational character of 
Pavlodar region and contributed to the formation of the national economy. 
The topic is important since through studying it, we can analyse changes in 
the socio-political, economical and cultural life of nationalities and ethnic 
groups currently living in Kazakhstan. This paper has made a first attempt to 
show the reasons for poor living conditions and social services and the lack 
of flexibility of the banking system in addressing these issues. Objective study 
of this important issue, of course, will help to achieve the noble goal of 
strengthening national unity and civil identification of the multiethnic 
population of the Republic of Kazakhstan. In addition, a retrospective 
analysis of the political realities of Soviet society under Stalin’s regime is 
crucial, including the problems of deportation, since it is impossible to build 
new democratic relations without having understood the nature, origins and 
consequences of this process. In this respect, studying the negative effects of 
national history and overcoming them is crucial in building the constitutional 
state. 

- There is considerable scope for further research on the topic. 
Possible topics include:  

- Analysis of the healthcare provided to people deported to the 
Pavlodar region; 

- Childcare and schools in Pavlodar region under the regime of special 
settlements; 

- The welfare status of the deportees and the supply of industrial 
goods; 

- The contribution of Volga German labour to the economic 
development of Pavlodar region during World War II and the post-war 
period; 
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- The legal status of the deportees, the moral-psychological state of 
deported Germans and forms of protest against the genocide; 

- The process of liberation of the deportees and problems of their 
repatriation and rehabilitation. 
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