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Abstract. In the pre-industrial era, wood (timber) was the most important energy source and
building material. In the eighteentl century, various parts of Europe, including the Habsburg
province of Transylvania, witnessed a wood crisis. 1t prompted the authorities to introduce measures
against the abuse of forests, and to regulate access to them. In Transylvania, the measures
introduced by governor Seeberg, followed by the 1781 Forestry Ordinance, caused conflicts between
peasants, nobles, townsfolk, soldiers and the mining administration. Some of the bitterest conflicts
over wood, such as those in the mining area of Rodna, occurred in the militarised zome of the
province.
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This study deals with the consequences of the forestry legislation on the
population and industry in Transylvania, in the context of the measures
introduced by the central and local authorities in order to put an end to the
wood crisis and the devastation of forested areas in the eighteenth century.
Forests played a central role in the economy as wood was the main energy
source in the mining sector and in small industries, while timber was
extensively used for building purposes. In addition, non-timber forest
products met many household needs as they represented a welcome source
of food not only for people, but also for their livestock, especially during
years of economic downturn caused by climate change. The agricultural
activities carried out in and around forests, such as livestock grazing, were
also a source of revenue for the textile and food industries. Their expansion
occurred at the expense of forests, which prompted the regulation of cattle
and goat grazing activities due to the deterioration of new plantations,
which in turn generated conflicts between peasants and the nobles, who
were intent on preserving wooded areas due to hunting interests.
Furthermore, the forest and its valuable tesources were also at the heart of
conflicts between the soldiers of border-guard regiments and the nobility
due to the aforementioned motives, but also between these groups and the
central Habsburg authorities, who were interested in exploiting forests for
mining purposes.

Therefore, the forestry legislation had to balance the interests of the
various social and government actors in order to prevent conflicts. In
addition, it aimed to restrict access to wood and to sheep and goat grazing
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on the new plantations, and to clearly outline what categories of wood were
allowed to be used. Thus, like elsewhere in Europe, oak timber had a special
status, being heavily used in public utility constructions (bridges, roofs, etc.),
in the building of vessels for salt transportation, and in the mining sector.
However, it was also abusively used by the population as firewood. On the
other hand, softwoods such as fir and spruce were used as firewood in
households (their primary role), tool manufacturing and in various
construction works. After 1783, however, in the context of the timber crisis,
they started to be used in the building of vessels for salt transportation on
the River Mures.

State of the art
This aspect of economic history was quite underrepresented in the
Romanian historiography. In 1975, the historian Constantin Giurescu
published the book Istoria pdadurilor romdinesti din cele mai vechi timpuri pind
astizi' [The History of Romanian Forests from the Oldest Times until the
Present| which provides a general view of how the exploitation of forests
evolved mainly in the extra-Carpathian areas. It also includes useful
information on Transylvania, together with methodological suggestions for
future research.

Another relevant study is Rudolf Roslet’s Zur Forstgeschichte Rumidniens.
Ein zusammenfassender Uberblick, published in News of Forest History.” Tt
provides a historical overview of the forests in Transylvania and Romania as
well as a description of the forestry legislation in eighteenth-century
Transylvania. In addition, mention should be made of Istvan Csucsuja’s
book, Istoria padurilor din Transilvania (1848—1918) [The History of Forests in
Transylvania, 1848-1918].> The introductory study provides valuable
information on forests in eighteenth-century Transylvania. Other less
important books, such as Eduard Zaminer’s Geschichte des Waldwesens der
kiniglichen Stadt Kronstadf' and Johann Bindet’s Geschichte des Waldwesens der
Stadt Hermannsstadt,” only superficially touch on the history of forests in the
eighteenth century because of either insufficient archival research or
emphasis on agrarian history. This is also the case with Georg Adolf
Schuller’s  book, Aus der  Vergangenbeit — der  siebenbiirgisch-séchsischen
Landwirtschaft.’

1 Giurescu 1976.
2 Rosler 1999.

3 Csucsuja 1998.
4 Zaminer 1891.
5 Binder 1909.

6 Schuller 1895.
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The topic of the research: conflicts over the forest as a natural raw
material
Natural raw materials can carry different cultural, social, economic, and
environmental meanings which are sometimes in conflict with each other.
In general, these conflicts emerge because of opposing interests regarding
the access to and use of raw materials. They are open and sometimes even
violent, mainly in times of upheaval. They are especially interesting from the
perspective of environmental history, but at the same time they represent
key points in the research of the evolution of the relationship between man
and the ecosystem.’

A focal point in the history of forests is their manifold use. In the
period under analysis, wood was the source of many conflicts.

Forests and their ecosystems in the eighteenth century

Hardwoods were used in mining (iron ore and salt extraction), while both
hardwoods and softwoods were used in charcoal burning. Certain types of
hardwood were used in glass works, iron works and salt pits. Mention
should also be made of the most important secondary uses of forests:
pastures, brushwood, complementary agriculture, and the use of forest products.

Background of the conflicts: the eighteenth-century wood (timber)
crisis

In the eighteenth century, Central Europe’s resources were overused, which
led to a change in attitude towards forests, and to better management of
wood as a raw material and for industrial purposes. Therefore, the forest
was rediscovered as new important attributes were assigned to it. In this
context, most forestry regulations, surveys and travel reports in Central and
Western Europe mention not only the devastation of woodlands but also
the extant and prognosticated decline of forest resources.” Literary works
and non-forestry documents from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
describe the same situation regarding forests and the populations depending
on them from an interesting non-forestry perspective.

At the time, Transylvania included the Szekler Land (Terra Siculorum)
which was very rich in forests, as well as the mostly Saxon-inhabited Royal
Domain (Fundus Regins). They wetre not subject to any master.” In 1773,
Baron Martin von Seeberg issued an ordinance pertaining to the territory of
the Saxon natio, which included provisions on timber harvesting,

7 Bellow, Breit 1998, p. 31-57.
8 See the report of Reichenstein von Miller (Muller 1789, p. 68—69).
? Kopeczi, Barta 1990, p. 227-228.
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forestation, forest preservation, etc.'

For Transylvania, the transition from the seventeenth to the
eighteenth century meant its transition from one epoch to another:
externally, the end of the Ottoman influence and the beginning of the
Habsburg influence, and internally, the transition from the feudal state to
the modern form of absolutism.

Technical progress in the mining sector also prompted a strong
current of opinion in favour of forest conservation. The introduction of
blast furnaces for smelting ores led to a reduction in wood consumption. As
a result, more forested areas were conserved as less wood was harvested to
meet the needs of melting plants. This factor, together with the officials’
continuous efforts to ensure that the necessary wood was available to the
industry, led to the creation of a specialist corps tasked with forest
preservation and conservation. Thus, on 13 September 1748, Empress
Maria Theresa issued an ordinance that created the position of chief forester
for the mining domains in Zlatna."

Maria Theresa’s instructions clearly outlined the position of the
forestry service within the administration of mines. However, the forestry
service was subordinated to the local mines and the main task of the
forestry services was limited only to ensuring the supply of wood to the
plants and warehouse in Zlatna, which indicates that these measures
essentially targeted the satisfaction of the mines’ needs. Therefore, the issue
of forest conservation was subordinated to industrial imperatives.

However, despite all this, progress was made toward imposing a more
evolved forestry regime by envisioning a series of measures regarding forest
preservation and conservation and by establishing forms of forest
management able to meet the mining industry’s constant demands for wood
and timber.

The 1748 instruction forbade timber harvesting in mountain forests,
and clear-cutting undertaken in order to turn forested areas into plots for
houses, gardens or agriculture. Large forested areas were targeted by this
piece of legislation, thus generally limiting the use of wood. Furthermore,
firewood was to be allotted, but from distant places with bad-quality wood.
Timber for construction, trade or the crafts could be obtained only based
on an authorisation, and by paying taxes. The cutting of twigs for fences or
enclosures was forbidden, and punishments for forest-related infractions
were introduced.

Given the growth and expansion of the population, restrictions
targeting deforestation and the use of wood seriously harmed the interests

10 Rosler 1999, p. 15-16.
' Wollmann 1999, p. 45.
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of peasants in the fiscal domains, thus increasing the possibility of social
unrest. This generated disputes between the Transylvania Gubernium and the
Viennese Aulic Chancellery over the implementation of the forestry
ordinance. The Guberninm was in favour of stronger restrictive measures,
while the Chancellery considered that clear-cutting should be banned
completely, especially in cases where a forest was populated. It also deemed
wood harvesting allowable in areas where it led to the increase of the
domain’s revenues. However, wood harvesting had to be subordinated to
the interests of mines and foundries. At the same time, it proposed that
wood harvesting should be conducted exclusively with permission from the
domain and in specially designated areas."

The first forestry ordinance

Transylvanian and Hungarian forestry found an important ally in the
military administration and the War Council in Vienna. In 1754, the
Hungarian government issued a forestry ordinance for the entirety of
Hungary.

One should mention that the measurement and mapping of forested
areas was ordered as early as the reign of Maria Theresa (1740-1780). The
implementation of these measures is known to us only from the documents
pertaining to the forests owned by the city of Brasov because,
unfortunately, the rest of the documents, together with the maps, were lost
at the beginning of the nineteenth century.”

Until the mid-nineteenth century we do not have data on the extent
of Transylvania’s forest patrimony, and we have even less data on wood
types and the general state of the forests. We only encounter the often-
repeated general remark that a significant area of Transylvania is covered in
uninterrupted forests."*

Ownership relations played a significant role in the evolution of the
forest economy. In Transylvania, the public ownership of forests was very
viable.”” The awareness of the right to use forests freely was very strong
among the inhabitants of the Apuseni Mountains (Western Carpathians),
being rooted in a centuries-old practice. The free use of pastures and forests
ensured that wood was provided for handicraft, household firewood, and
nourishment for the inhabitants of this mountainous region and their
livestock. As for certain staple foods, they procured them from the
surrounding agricultural regions, especially through the trade of woodcraft

12 Giurescu 1976, p. 89-90.
13 Zaminer 1891, p. 89-115.
14 Miller 1961, p. 32-33.
15 Rieser 1989, p. 64-70.
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products. On the other hand, forests were an obstacle to the expansion of
settlements situated in the foothills of mountains. Moreover, the creation of
new agricultural lands could be achieved only at the expense of forests,
through massive and intense deforestation.

The forest economy in fiscal domains was tightly connected to local
mining and furnaces. This regime was instituted in the first decades of the
eighteenth century during the domination of mercantile policies, and
remained in force until 1858 when the Austrian law of 1852 was extended
over Transylvania. Here, mercantilism manifested itself in the form typical
of cameralism. According to this economic policy, the main source of riches
and income is the exploitation of precious metals, and their maintenance in
internal circulation. In their preoccupation with the capitalisation of mining
resources, which required vast quantities of fuel and timber especially for
shaft timbering, the authorities were compelled to pay greater attention to
forestry.'

Forests located around mines, called “mountain mines” in the
documents of the time, were exploited regardless of the nature of their
property, almost exclusively with the aim to meet the needs of this sector,
and peasants living in the environs of these mines were required to harvest
and transport the timber needed at the furnaces.

The repeated destruction of forests prompted the authorities to
become more cautious and regulate the exploitation of forests around mines
by issuing an ordinance on the appointment of forest guards. The number
and importance of the functions fulfilled by these guards increased over
time to such an extent that they were given complete independence within
the hierarchy of the mine administrations.

Forestry and mercantilism

For eighteenth-century mercantilism, agriculture and forestry were at the
basis of industry and crafts. In 1762, the Hungarian government put
forward a program that was well suited in this respect: the improvement of
agriculture, the regulation of forestry and so forth."

In the second half of the eighteenth century, Transylvanian forestry reached
a satisfactory level. The notes of Emperor Joseph II (1780-1790) from the
time of his visit to Transylvania describe the state of neglect which
characterised forests in the Grand Principality.”® Almost all mountains were
covered in forests, but were unexploited due to the poor state of the roads.

16 Wollmann 1999, p. 46.

17 Schmidt 1835, p. 586-593.

18 ANAV, Acts of the State Council, Baron Auetspetg, Anmerkungen, 1773/1806, fasc. 1,
fol. 224, 486.

372



Forestry Legislation and Its Consequences in Transylvania

Therefore, there were places, such as Sibiu, which were affected by a wood
crisis. For the transportation of wood to Hungary, the Rivers Mures
[Muresch] and Somes [Somesch] could be used. Governor Count Auersperg
(1771-1774) proposed the appointment of Baron von Hohenegg from
Niederosterreich as director of forests in Transylvania."

An instruction issued by Maria Theresa in 1769 limited the rights of
serfs to only dry wood, and wood (hardwoods and softwoods) torn down
by the wind. All the wood the peasant harvested, except that for personal
needs (firewood and timber for the household), could be obtained only with
permission from the owner and was subject to taxation.”” Acorn gathering
and any exploitation of the so-called “reserve” forests was also subject to
taxation.

An instruction from 1775, issued by Francisc Kibling von Lowenfeld,
stipulated the recruitment of forest guards whose task was to confiscate
goats that destroyed the forest. The same piece of legislation prohibited the
cutting of trees for trading or home use, except for the gathering of
branches blown down by the wind. It also prohibited the cutting of logs at
sawmills or mills.”

The Josephine Forestry Act of 1781

An important place in the development of forestry in Transylvania is held
by the Josephine Forestry Act of 30 May 1781, whose provisions on the
exploitation, preservation and maintenance of forests were very progressive
for the age. Moreover, this act served as basis for the development of
forestry. In 1784, based on this major piece of legislation, the city of Brasov
issued a forest ordinance elaborated by the Senator Petrus Traugott Clompe
(1751-1798). It divided forests into those where access was “denied”
[verboten] and those where it was “allowed” [erlaubi], regulated their use
(cleanings, fallen wood, etc.), timber harvesting periods and night transport,
prohibited the arbitrary creation of forest roads, etc.”” Later pieces of
legislation, such as Law XXX/1791 and Law XXIV/1811, include other
important provisions to limit the devastation of forests, to conserve them,

19 He drew up a plan to improve forestry in Transylvania, which divided forests into three
types: (1) cameral forests necessary for mining; (2) forests belonging to border guards and
placed under the administration of the War Council in Vienna; (3) private forests. The first
two categories had to be reorganised again; The Treasury [Schatzamt] was tasked with
recruiting specialised forestry and mining personnel for the division of forests, selecting
forested areas for timber harvesting, and introducing the Hungarian legislation in
Transylvania. Unfortunately, these plans were not implemented (Miiller 1961, p. 32).

20 Rosler 1988, p. 19.

21 Ibid., p. 21.

22 Ibid., p. 61-71.
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to ensure their durable exploitation, and so forth.

In 1781, Emperor Joseph II issued a law that limited the serfs” access
to the forest to two days a week. In those days, peasants had the right to
harvest and transport timber under the supervision of foresters or forest
guards. The Aulic Chancellery of the Transylvanian Gubernium as well as the
Comes  Saxorum and the Universitas  Saxornm strove to supervise the
application of the 1781 Forestry Act.” An instruction issued in 1783
established posts for 24 guards, who were tasked with monitoring forest
exploitation in the fiscal domains in the Apuseni Mountains. They had to
supervise the activity of all the inhabitants and gather information about the
local population’s character, customs, and work methods.

In addition to the Forest Ordinance [Waldordnung), a Hunting
Ordinance [Jagdordnungl was issued by the Viennese authorities on 21
August 1786. It included twenty-nine points and established the hunting
season for the period 1 March — 1 July each year. Moreover, the De
conservatione sylvarum Act of 1791 stipulated that the right of forest ownership
belonged exclusively to the landowner, with the serfs having no rights in
this regard.* Therefore, compared to the previous state of affairs, this new
forestry regime pertaining to the mining area of the Apuseni Mountains
promoted and regulated a more rational and sustainable use of forests, a
forestry culture, and the conservation of forested areas.

The exclusion of peasants from the free use of forests was explained
by the need to “protect forests.” This exclusion would have a decisive
impact on the peasant lifestyle.”” Nationalist historiography views this
measure as an attempt to erase the ancestral rights of peasant communities
and to alienate the land. The domains owned by the Banfty family are a
typical example of the way in which forest exploitation in the noble
domains in the Apuseni Mountains evolved over time. The family archive
on the forest domain at Unghiul Cilatei provides sources that allow
researchers to assess the situation of the Apuseni Mountains with regard to
forest exploitation and lifestyle in the forested areas.”

The domain at Unghiul Calatei, comprising mostly beech and fir
forests as well as a few oak forests, extended over approximately 3,300,000
acres. In late eighteenth century, the Banffy family introduced a system that
could be considered rational regarding forest economy. The system acted in
two directions: (1) it sought to end the traditional advantages that peasants
enjoyed by abolishing their right to the free use of forests; (2) it aimed to

2 Binder 1909, p. 54.

24 Ziegler 1805, p. 14-21.
% Csucsuja 1998, p. 28.
26 Ibid., p. 34.
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divide the domain among the family members. On 17 February 1796, the
family met and decided to divide the forests. Because such a division
implied cadastral measures, which was time-consuming, they reached an
agreement to place the forests at Unghiul Calatei under joint family
administration. Thus, the domain received a unique administration, and
measures were taken jointly. Furthermore, they created a premise for the
introduction of measures and methods for the exploitation of forests. The
same year, they prohibited serfs from using the forests on the domain,
which were declared “off limits.” One of the first prohibitions stated that
peasants were no longer allowed to “cut logs, planks, beams, and perches
for financial gain.” They also ordered the confiscation of wheels and parts
of peasant saw mills, and prohibited the cutting of “planks or any other
wooden material at the saw mills that peasants used in common.””’

Joseph II’'s Hunting Ordinance of 1786 set the rules for hunting in
Transylvania, which remained in force until the nineteenth century. It
intended to put an end to abuses in this domain and to protect wild animals
from poachers, who used to shoot even gestating animals. At the same time,
the ordinance also set conduct rules for hunters in order to protect forests
and agricultural lands.”® It complemented two older hunting ordinances
issued in 1751% and 1759, respectively,” which had banned hunting during
the close season, established which animals could be hunted, and set certain
rules concerning hunting methods.

Whenever a food crisis hit the province, violations of the hunting
rules became more frequent and conflicts ensued. Such a conflict erupted in
the area of Toplita in 1785.%" The conflicts of 1763-1764 in Sighisoara were
partially triggered by the damage done by hunters and the wild animals they
chased to riverside plots.™

The “regulatory prescriptions” issued between 1795 and 1805 for the
Saxon natio in Transylvania stipulate in Point 6 of Chapter III (“On the
common economy”) that forests are very important from two perspectives:
(1) the population’s basic needs; (2) the industry’s needs. In this respect, the
Emperor ordered:

(a) For the Forestry Law to be applied, engineers in every town and Seat had

to measure forests and record the measurements with precision. Then,

forest engineers had to divide forests into parcels.

27 Maior 1914, p. 333-338.

28 Rus 2017, p. 201-204.

29 Witting 1936, p. 75-76.

3 Rus 2017, p. 164-166.

31 Marc 2011, p. 139.

32 Siegmund n.yr., no. 111, A VIII 189, vol. II. fol. 29.
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(b) On the parcels, private persons were also allowed to harvest wood
(timber) after paying a tax to the allodial tax collector and after receiving
instructions from the forest engineer.

(c) Paupers were allowed to pick twigs.

(d) In those Seats where the situation of the allodial estate did not allow for
the employment of an engineer, the use of a forest engineer from the
neighbouring Seat was allowed.

(¢ In towns, wood management could be organized through the
construction of a warehouse where the population could buy wood (timber)
for a price.?

Introduction of the Austrian forestry legislation

In 1858 the Habsburg forestry legislation of 1852 was also introduced in
Transylvania and remained in force until the establishment of Austria-
Hungary in 1867. All the problems pertaining to forest economy were
legally regulated; the legal provisions touched on a wide range of issues:
from the division of forests into the aforementioned groups to timber
harvesting, forestation, clear-cutting, economic plans, pasturing, the hiring
of foresters for the great forested areas, and the supervision of forest
exploitation with the help of civil servants.

The forest legislation on the cities

As eartly as the sixteenth century, towns and communes in Transylvania
attempted to halt forest cuttings by means of restrictive and protective
measures. Seventeenth-century decrees of the town of Sighisoara
[Schessburg] stipulate: “[...] those who harvest more wood than they can
load or take to a field [...] those who find it can load it unhindered”; this
measure does not refer to a limitation of free exploitation, but merely to an
interdiction of pointless devastation.

In 1743, the Gubernium drafted a complaint stating that besides
noblemen, citizens and craftsmen, “ordinary people” also owned muskets
and hounds and went hunting, thus missing Sunday Mass, which would
serve as a bad example to respectable people. In 1751, the Gubernium
decreed that hunting was allowed for “lords and members of the Magistrat,”
but not peasants. On this occasion, close seasons were also established.

The first lease contract for hunting dates back to 1757 (it was closed
for a period of five years with an annual payment of ten guldens). It
pertained to the forested area of Sighisoara and to the “open field.” Later
ordinances prohibited soldiers from hunting and fishing (1765) and limited
the export of rabbit skins through the imposition of taxes (1785). The 1786
Josephine hunting ordinance regulated close seasons and the legal

3 Zaminer 1891, p. 218-220.
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relationship between forest owners and hunting license holders, and
established taxes on the damage produced by hunting.

The local authorities in Sibiu [Hermannstadt] showed constant
interest in the conservation of the Dumbrava Forest due to its ecological,
economic and recreational importance. Thus, in 1754, Martin von Seeberg
suggested to the local Magistrat that

every forest be divided in ten equal parcels and each patcel be annually cut

down and sawed into equal pieces, and wherever there are trees missing or

there is an empty space, each peasant’s son who turned ten must plant two

oak seedlings the following spring, enclose them with a small protective

fence, and take care of them until they marry.
The “Forest Directive” issued by the municipality on 30 May 1781 regulated
the maintenance, conservation and use of the forest, and stipulated
sanctions against offenders. In 1787, Joseph II visited the Dumbrava
Forest, and a few vyears later the “Regulatory Directives” on the
management of all forests were issued at his behest. The first measurements
and maps, as well as the recruitment of guards and administrative measures,
date back to this period. In order to spare forests, it was recommended that
in winter rooms be heated by using as litle wood as possible, and
inhabitants were encouraged to build firewood-saving stoves to replace
those they owned at the time.™

The military border and its forests
After the re-conquest of Hungary in 1699, the anti-Ottoman military border
was extended into what is present-day Slovenia, the Banat (1742), and
Transylvania (1762—64). The Austrian administration in Transylvania
recruited border guards from among the Wallachians who represented the
majority population. Many forests were cut in order to create agricultural
lands and expand or build new settlements. In the long run, these newly
created joint-ownership forests were to play a major role in the emergence
of the new forestry.”

General Buccow’s project, sanctioned by Empress Maria Theresa on
16 April 1762, declared the border-guard area free and exempted the
peasants from performing services (except for capitation).” Border guards
had the right to own real estate and other immovable property in the
border-guard areas, were granted access to forests and pastures, and
received a certain amount of remuneration.’

3 Binder 1909, p. 67-68.

% Rosler 1999, p. 25.

36 Schaser 1989, p. 25-41.
37 Gollner 1974, p. 9-15.
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A report by the War Council in Vienna, sent to Maria Theresa on 2
April 1770, stated: “Transylvanian border guards are lacking the necessary
land for ensuring their food” and that revolts had started, particularly
because “several border-guard villages had to give up the lands they had
owned before the militarisation.”” Furthermore, the villages neighbouring
border-guard communities wetre also landless and overpopulated.” The
expansion of agricultural lands in border-guard villages was achieved
through deforestation. These newly-created lands were exempt from
taxation for a period of six years."

Conflicts over pastures in forested areas broke out between border
guards and noblemen; the latter refused to lease their pastures to the former
who had been cattle farmers before the militarisation, which led to reprisal
actions and trials.”!

The wood crisis also affected border-guard villages, in that officers
were demanding firewood from peasants, and when the latter were unable
to provide it, they had to pay the officers a sum of money representing its
value.” Many border-guard villages only had a few forests; some only had
brush, while others had nothing, according to a report issued by General
Hadnik in 1767. Border guards had to buy the firewood themselves,
sometimes being compelled to travel long distances to procure it. Moreover,
in cases of bad weather, the firewood could get wet.®’

Conflicts between the authorities and the subjects

In Transylvania, the number of conflicts over forests started to grow during
the delineation of the military borders. The borders formed a militarised
zone across part of the strategic strip of land stretching from Voivodina in
the south to Nisiud in northern Transylvania.* A more specific conflict

38 Ibid., p. 189.

¥ Ibid., p. 226-227.

40 ANAV, House, Court and State Archives, file 2385/1767, fol. 8.

4 Archives contain numerous documents referring to conflicts over forests and pastures
(Rus 2017, p. 294-302).

4 At Point 4, Hadnik refers to a complaint lodged by villagers from Haromszék County
where the Szekler Cavalry Regiment was stationed (Géllner 1974, p. 191).

4 Rus 2017, p. 298-299.

4 After disbanding the organisation of border guards and riflemen, the Viennese Court
decreed the militarisation of Transylvania’s border areas with Moldavia and Walachia
through the creation of border guard regiments made up of men recruited from among the
local population. There were seven border guard regiments in Transylvania: five infantry
regiments (two Romanian and three Szekler), a Wallachian Dragoon Cavalry Regiment and
a Szekler Hussar Cavalry Regiment (ANAYV, House, Court and State Archives, Family
Archives, Hoftreisen, box 7/1773, fol. 756~773. Stand und Umstinde, die Lage deren 5
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occurred during the militarisation of the Rodna Valley close to the free
Saxon town of Bistrita [Bistritz].” A timber shortage prompted the Austrian
military authorities to institute forceful measures in Saxon-majority areas.
For instance, the timber used in the building of the officer quarters in the
villages of Johannisdorf and Grof3dorf was harvested abusively and without
compensation from the forest owned by the Saxon commune of Weillkirch;
according to reports from 1762, entire wooded areas were devastated as a
result of firewood and timber thefts. Furthermore, in the villages of
Schonbrick and Heidendotf, the “off limits” oak forests were devastated
and the timber was sold.*

The wood harvested from forests located in the Rodna Valley played
the role of energy source for the Rodna mine that was owned by the town
of Bistrita since 1475 — that is, since the reign of King Matthias Corvinus."’
However, Romanian peasants, in a letter sent to the Viennese Court on 13
April 1758, claimed: “they were not serfs, but people born free [...] and
owned the forests, mountains, pastures and fields since time immemorial.”*
Thus, they sought release from serfdom, and the conflict over forests
between the Romanian peasants and the town of Bistrita received a social
dimension. Nonetheless, on 24 May 1762, upon reading several reports
dispatched by General Buccow, Empress Maria Theresa decreed that the
twenty-one Romanian villages in the Rodna Valley, together with their
properties, should be incorporated into the military district of Nasaud.”

Conclusions

In everyday practice, both peasants and noblemen sought to bypass the
various pieces of legislation related to forests that were issued by the central
and local authorities. Noblemen were especially interested in building saw
mills, which meant that the law would be broken. Despite all the legal
restrictions, peasants continued to harvest wood in the forests — both
firewood and timber — especially given the increasing demand for it in plain
settlements. Timber, in particular, was in high demand. The figures relating

sogenannten Grengregimenten, ihre jetzige und kiinftige sowohl im Krieg als Frieden vorgusebende
Nutzbarkeit ihrer Bekostung und Gedenkungsart, samt meinen Gedanken vor die Zukunf?).

4 The conflict was provoked by the Romanian peasants’ desite to get out from under the
tutelage of the town of Bistrita and submit to the Austrian military authority (Kramer 1868,

p. 1-34).

46 RNACCD, colection Bistrita Town Hall, fol. 58-71/1762.

&7 .. ipsum oppidum et pertinentias ejusdem de comitato praefoato de Doboca eximendo, sicut a certis
temporibus ad civitatem nostram Bistriciensem ... adnectere decreveramus ...” (Gindisch et al. 1991,

doc. no. 4042, p. 43—44).

4 Kramer 1868, p. 17-18.

4% RNACCD, colection Bistrita Town Hall, fol. 58-71/1762. Lecta in Sessione Incl.
Magistratus Publ. Die 20 July A. 1762.
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to timber rafting in the valley of the Rivers Mures and Somes toward the
settlements on the surrounding plain are telling in this respect. These figures
generally reflect the amount of tax, but the timber quantities that peasants
harvested in forests were usually far bigger. Therefore, one can conclude
that some peasants managed to bypass the control system. Even forest
inspectors were known to admit that peasants harvested wood without
permission.

The attempts to restrict access to forests met with resistance from the
peasants. This resistance was manifested in many forms, and they can be
encountered in several documentary accounts and trial transcripts. On
occasion, peasants wrote collective petitions asking for permission to
exploit the forests in accordance with their ancestral customs. However,
they would also bypass the control network, clandestinely harvesting wood
and taking it to the market without paying taxes.
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jurisprudentd. Bucuresti.

— Varia Archaeologica Hungarica. Budapesta.

Vestnik Nizhegorodskoy — Vestnik Nizhegorodskoy akademii Ministerstva

Vestnik Voronezhskogo

Vestnik Tomskogo

Vestnik Tverskogo

Veterinarski glasnik Br

vnutrennikh del Rossii. Nizhegorodskaya akademiya
Ministerstva vnutrennikh del Rossiyskoy Federatsii.

Nizhniy Novgorod.
— Vestnik Voronezhskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta.
Seriya Gumanitarnye nauki. Voronezhskiy

gosudarstvennyy universitet. Voronej.

— Vestnik Tomskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta.
Seriya Istoriya. Tomskiy gosudarstvennyy universitet.
Tomsk.

— Vestnik Tverskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta.
Seriya Istoriya. Tver.

— Veterinarski Glasnik Br. University of Belgrade.
Belgrad.
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Lista abrevierilor de periodice

Visnyk

Vjesnik

VIT
WA

ZfAM
ZfTZ

Ziridava

ZISP

ZSL

ZVHGL

— Visnyk Kyyivs’koho natsional’noho linhvistychnoho
universytetu. Seriya: Istoriya, ekonomika, filosofiya.
Kyyivs’kyy natsional’nyy movnyy universytet. Kiev.

— Vjesnik za arheologiju 1 povijest dalmatinsku.
Arheoloski muzej Split.

— Veszprémi Torténelmi Tar. Veszprém.

— Wiadomosci Archeologiczne. Panstwowe Muzeum
Archeologiczne w Warszawie. Varsovia.

— Zeitschrift fir Archdologie des Mittelalters. Bonn.

— Zeitschrift fir Tierziichtung und Ziichtungsbiologie:
Organ der Reichsarbeitsgemeinschaft Tierzucht im
Forschungsdienst (continud: Zeitschrift fiir Zichtung.
Reihe B, Tierzichtung und Ziichtungsbiologie). Betlin,
Hamburg.

— Ziridava. Muzeul Judetean Arad.

— Zhurnal issledovaniy sotsial’noy politiki. Natsional’nyy
issledovatel’skiy ~ universitet ~ “Vysshaya shkola
ckonomiki”. Moscova.

— Zeitschrift fur siebenbiirgische Landeskunde.
(Arbeitskreis  fiir  siebenbiirgische  Landeskunde).
Heidelberg.

— Zeitschrift des Vereins fur hessische Geschichte und
Landeskunde, Neue Folge. Kassel.
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