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The various chapters included in this publication 
are revised articles published in Melita Theologica, 
the long-established journal of the Faculty of 
Theology of the University of Malta.1 This 
publication is authored by Lino Bianco2 and has a 
foreword by His Majesty King Simeon II3 and a 
critical introduction by the Bulgarian philosopher 
and cultural theorist Vladimir Gradev.4 It was 
endorsed by the Chancellor of the University of 
Malta, David Attard; the leading Finish philosopher 
of architecture, Juhani Pallasmaa; and the foremost 
Maltese architect and former Dean of the Faculty of 
Architecture and Civil Engineering at the 
University of Malta, Richard England. Other 
endorsements are by Ashraf Salama, the Director of 
Research at Strathclyde School of Architecture, 
University of Strathclyde and Augustin Ioan, the 
former Vice-Rector of Ion Mincu University of Architecture and Urbanism, 
Bucharest. 

The first three chapters address three capital cities in Europe: Sofia, Valletta 
and London. With reference to Gotthold Ephraim Lessing’s work Nathan der Weise,5 
the first chapter argues that Sofia is the ecumenical city of Europe par excellence.6 The 
second addresses Valletta through the work of Richard Sennett7 and presents an 
atypical appraisal of the urban social history of the city.8 Post-war, multistorey, 
masonry buildings in London are discussed in the next chapter.9 Pugin’s notion of 
honesty in architectural structures, functions, materials used and the spirit of the time 
is applied to interpret them.10 The next chapter focuses on Gothic architecture, as 
debated by Hegel.11 The main work of the German philosopher drawn on here is 
Aesthetics, his lectures relating to art history and fine art.12 The fifth and sixth 

 
1 Bianco 1996; Bianco 1998b; Bianco 2009; Bianco 2010; Bianco et al. 1999; Catania, Bianco 2002. 
2 An architect, an academic and a diplomat, Lino Bianco was the ambassador of the Republic of Malta to 
the Republic of Bulgaria until 2019, https://www.um.edu.mt/profile/linobianco, accessed 18 June 2024. He 
has conducted scholarly research on Sofia (Bianco 2022, p. xiii). He was awarded the Order of the Madara 
Horseman (1st Class) by the President of the Republic of Bulgaria for his significant involvement in the 
advancement of friendly relations and bilateral cooperation between the two nation states. 
3 https://www.um.edu.mt/profile/linobianco  
4 Bianco 2022, p. xv-xxviii. 
5 Lessing 1779.  
6 Bianco 2022, p. 1–23. 
7 Sennett 1994. 
8 Bianco 2022, p. 25–56. 
9 Ibid., p. 57–75.  
10 Pugin 1836; Pugin 1841. 
11 Bianco 2022, p. 77–96. 
12 Hegel 1975. 
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chapters were co-authored, the first with Saviour Catania.13 The theme is 
interpretation of the classic film L’Année Dernière à Marienbad as an Orphic love 
affair.14 The last chapter was written with Irene Dillon and Marlene Gatt.15 It tackles 
the use of music in teaching religion in schools in Malta. 

The foreword is by Simeon II, the King of all Bulgarians; “a most fitting 
contribution, given that the first paper, which addresses the Bulgarian Capital, lent its 
name to this publication.”16 He describes this publication as “a journey through a 
number of themes, generating thoughts and reflections on specific questions 
pertaining to philosophy, architectural history and cultural studies.”17 Gradev, the 
former Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria to the Holy See and to the Sovereign 
Military Order of Malta at the time when Simeon II was the Prime Minister of 
Bulgaria,18 referred comprehensively to all chapters in his contribution: 

Reading Lino Bianco’s texts, I deduce that this [question of “where do I live?”] continues 
to be the most pertinent question for him. In his search for the answer, Bianco sets out 
tirelessly, again and again, along this path. The author’s reflections and writings are 
aimed at the person who loves travelling in time and space. It is subordinate to the 
“pedestrian rhetoric” of life. Everywhere, in his “flâneries” around the world, he seeks 
to capture the “genius loci.” He is not attracted by the strange or monstrous, which is 
not absent from the streets of our cities. Bianco is thrilled by the hidden soul of space. 
He searches for the images of time in the streets and looks into the faces that meander 
along these roadways. He looks into the mirrors of the buildings. He tries to understand 
their story. He is interested in the date of construction and technical details only to the 
extent that they allow him to capture the ideas, mood, passions, hidden thoughts, 
impulses and fantasies that time has invested in the buildings, especially sacral edifices, 
and which he attempts to translate for us.19 

This published volume includes reflections on themes relating to the production of 
architecture. In Pallasmaa’s words, Bianco’s “erudite studies seek the deep mental and 
symbolic connections – ‘the soul of space’ – in both historical and current 
architectural contexts. These essays reveal the timeless existential and mental qualities 
in the art of building.”20 According to Salama, this book is 

[…] an excellent addition to the global architectural library [which] helps us understand 
the interplay of space and time as phenomena attached to the production of 
architecture. Weaving connections between several narratives ranging from historical 
precedents in Sofia and Valletta to philosophical underpinnings and from drama, music, 
and religion to Post-War British architecture, this book revitalises the role architecture 
and art forms play in the construction of physical and social realities.21 

Although this collection of articles demonstrates the author’s intellectual multi-
disciplinarian, academic proficiency, the chapter relating to music as a medium to 
teach religion does not seem to belong to this volume. Its inclusion reads as if Bianco 

 
13 Bianco 2022, p. 97–119. 
14 Resnais 1961; Robbe-Grillet 1962. 
15 Bianco 2022, p. 121–153. 
16 Ibid., p. xi. 
17 Ibid., p. xiii. 
18 Ibid., p. xxix. 
19 Ibid., p. xv-xvi. 
20 Ibid., back cover. 
21 Ibid. 
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published this volume as an end to his contributions to the Melita Theologica, as if he 
is closing a phase in his academic life.22 

The book will be useful to professors and students of courses such as history 
and theory studies in architecture, and a wide range of readers all over the world.  
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